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  Abstract 
This study presents the correlation of the gated 
communities in the Philippines with the 
barangay, both are community concepts 
noteworthy in the country. Officially 
recognized as the smallest political unit in the 
country, the barangay is a public unit. The 
gated community, on the other hand, is a 
private entity recognizable globally. This study 
presents the timeline, notions of its origins and 
foundations on which the systems were 
instituted in the country. Overview of the 
physical, economic, political, and cultural 
characteristics of the Republic of the 
Philippines is also offered to further 
understand the existing arrangement of the 
urban landscape. The earliest gated 
communities in the country are presented then 
a few more notable developments, particularly 
in Quezon City which has the greatest 
residential area in the Philippines’ National 
Capital Region and at one time was the capital 
of the country, are laid out. It details the current 
condition focusing on land-use, infrastructure, 
and other design attributes. This paper focuses 
on aspects of architecture and cities that is 
foreign to some parts of the world but well-
established in others. Every nation has its own 
deep history, with many societies having 
parallel beginnings. Everything is connected. 
Understanding that a nation’s architecture is a 
tangible reflection of that people’s culture is 
advantageous to put forward best practices, 
and to collaborate better with their neighboring 
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1.1 Purpose of the study 
The main purpose of this paper is to highlight the connection of the gated community with 
the barangay in the Philippines by providing concrete data through history and current examples 
of these major community concepts flourishing in Metro Manila’s built environment. Studying 
these correlations then led to a second purpose of offering typologies of the privatized 
subdivisions that exist in the region today. 
The gated community is familiar with many models across the globe. It is a master-planned 
residential development offered primarily by private corporations, with walls or fences and gates 
that restrict traffic into and out of the estate. On the other hand, the barangay is easily 
recognizable to the Filipino yet quite unfamiliar to outsiders. It is defined in many ways –a 
traditional community in the Philippines, a community of like-minded personalities– but, mainly, 
it is the smallest administrative unit in the Philippines(1). With its existence in the archipelago 
since the 16th century, it is a concept deeply ingrained in the Filipino culture. This notion, based 
on its foundation of an assembly of families, remains today. The barangay easily evokes a sense 
of kinship to the Filipino. Similarly, gated communities are well-known to the residents of the 
Philippines. These gated communities are profoundly discussed globally. Varied authors –
architects, urban planners, historians, scholars– have offered general data, citing wide-ranging 
features, and many have presented challenges of these types of communities in the Philippines. 
 
 
Fig 1. Framework of the study 
(made by LORENZOcm)
 
1 Francia, Luis H. (2014). A History of the Philippines from Indios Bravos to Filipinos. New York City: The Overlook Press, Peter 
Mayer Publishers, Inc. pp. 26-31 
 
   
 
8 
Regrettably, a central agency dedicated on gated communities do not exist in the Philippines 
when this is the most common type of residential neighborhood especially in urbanized areas 
thus needing supervision. A master list of all the gated communities is nonexistent and 
information on the current status of these distinctively Filipino communities are fragmented. 
Moreover, there is not enough dialogue on the correlation of the barangay with the gated 
community. These community concepts are deeply interwoven through the history, shaped by 
tangible and intangible aspects consistently. The Philippines possesses a rich past, which is as 
vibrant as its tropical surroundings; however, not enough study has been conducted on its 
community architecture with regards to gated communities that dominate major cities in the 
country juxtaposed on the smallest administrative division in the country. Thus, with this paper, 
I shall be providing historical data, case studies and existing archetypes of these community 
concepts in the urban landscape where we shall clearly see their correlation. 
The framework of this study (Fig 1) shows the progress through the centuries of these two 
main components –barangay and gated community. Narration and analyses of tangible and 
intangible matters specific to these has led to several connections. Chapter 2 offers an overview 
of the two enclosed societies in a timeline from its foundation to its present significance. Chapter 
3 stresses the role of the barangay and the gated community in the Philippine society and their 
state within the Philippine housing landscape. Chapter 4 furnishes case studies. Categories were 
defined, architectural features detailed, then a tabled summary for comparison was laid out. 
Chapter 5 concludes that based on history and visual cues –territorial boundaries, civic centers 
and management bodies– a profound connection exists in these communities distinctively 
Filipino. By identifying these similarities, three typologies could be recognized, as well.  
Analyzing its present condition and offering concrete examples of their correlation 
contributes to the general knowledge thus much can be derived to help not only urban planners, 
citizens, executives, economists, but most other fields, as well. Having extensive data could 
easily produce complete typologies that exist in the country could help administrations better 
integrate private spaces to public domains. Architectural features may assist local artisans 
produce furniture, fixture and other associated systems appropriate for these vast spaces present 
most everywhere. Cultural and political implications should direct policies to include resolutions 
for cohesive societies. Psychological associations could educate users and lead to accepting 
existing environments and bettering situations. The opportunities are infinite and reassuring. 
 
1.2 Background of the Study 
1.2.1 A barangay in the Philippines 
Publications on the history of the country, planning, and architecture in the Philippines, and 
administrative structures such as the barangay are abundant. Joaquin, a prominent novelist on the 
Filipino’s heritage, stresses the cultural importance of the barangay. He describes the barangay 
as a small enclosed society and this, he emphasizes, is quite representative of the country’s 
people. He shares accounts of Antonio Pigafetta, the Venetian scholar who joined the exploration 
that made Philippines known to the western world, and mentions that the barangay, or a large 
boat, was where they dined with the King of the islands(2). Underlining the magnitude not only 
of the space but the activities made within. Joaquin accentuates the weight of culture and history 
to the identity of Filipino people which tangibly took course as early as the 16th century, 
understanding one’s character should reflect on all these details. This study identifies with 
Joaquin’s analysis and extends the exploration of culture and the society focusing on the current 
significance of the barangay then relating it with present urban environment. 
Historian and author of numerous works on Philippine culture and people, Scott enumerates 
the intricacies of the barangay from the perspective of communities in different islands of the 
country. He shares the barangay as recognized by the different societies of the nation; one 
 
2 Joaquin, N. (2004). Culture and History. Pasig City: Anvil Publishing, Inc. pp. 244-246 
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common feature is the barangay as a contained community with localized administration(3). 
Established is that the barangay is led by a datu and the center of this space would be his house 
or palace. He describes the flexibility of this as a home and workplace, as well as center for civic 
and religious activities for the entire settlement. Stressing the importance both of the person and 
his residence for a barangay. The author also mentions how the barangay, during the Spanish 
Era, came to connote an administrative unit that collected tribute for the Spanish Crown. Scott 
concludes that there may be intricacies in the 16th century Filipino societies but also a primary 
tenet rooted on the barangay. This study also recognizes the depth and reach of the barangay, 
thus presents this alongside the gated residential zones prevalent in the recent setting with 
attention on the management system and common arrangements. 
Respected land use planner, Serote also introduces the barangay in its pre-colonial concept 
then extends explanations of its significance to its current state. He reminds that the barangay’s 
origins of communalism, being a member of the unit warranted equal opportunity, that 
community’s resources were not owned but nurtured and shared by all. The author discusses 
numerous frameworks for land use planning, listing roles of local government units (LGU) until 
the barangay level; offered noteworthy frameworks for successful land-use planning. Serote 
offered areas for improvement in land use governance, giving concrete examples to pursue, 
stressing the magnitude of collaboration between administrative units. Similarly, this study 
provides tangible data albeit a more contemporary condition of the barangay together with the 
gated community. 
The Local Government Code of 1991 endeavored to accomplish national goals by granting 
LGU autonomy. 
 
It is hereby declared the policy of the State that the territorial and 
political subdivisions of the State shall enjoy genuine and 
meaningful local autonomy to enable them to attain their fullest 
development as self-reliant communities and make them more 
effective partners in the attainment of national goals. Toward this 
end, the State shall provide for a more responsive and accountable 
local government structure instituted through a system of 
decentralization whereby local government units shall be given 
more powers, authority, responsibilities, and resources. The 
process of decentralization shall proceed from the national 
government to the local government units(4). 
 
Thus the barangay was officially declared as the smallest administrative division of the 
Philippines with the following role: 
 
As a basic political unit, the barangay serves as the primary 
planning and implementing unit of government policies, plans, 
programs, projects, and activities in the community. It acts as a 
forum wherein the collective views of the people may be 
expressed, crystallized, and considered, and where disputes may 
be amicably settled(5). 
 
 
3 Scott, William H. (1994). Barangay: Sixteenth-Century Philippine Culture and Society. Quezon City: Ateneo de Manila University 
Press. pp. 5-8 
4 The Local Government Code of the Philippines. (1991). p.1  
5 Ibid, p. 158 
 
   
 
10 
The officials and offices are laid out, their powers, duties, and functions are listed as well. 
The section dedicated on the Barangay ends with the assertion of the Linggo ng Kabataan, 
literally translated as Week of the Children, wherein residents of the barangay ages 13 to 17 are 
to perform and conduct official duties and activities in the community. Its existence encourages 
the youth to actively participate in the progress of the nation. This also aims to celebrate those 
who have already contributed to the successful development of the country. 
As an administrative unit of the country, the barangay gets a budget allotment from the 
national government. Also, they get a share from levies: real property tax, community tax, and 
other collections. The barangay is, likewise, authorized to generate income on stores or retailers 
given certain criteria satisfied. Revenue from other sources is available such as operation of 
public utilities and enterprises, service fees from use of facilities, barangay clearance fees, 
proceed from sale or lease of property within their jurisdiction, and fines from violation of 
ordinances(6). 
 
1.2.2 Philippines’ gated communities 
There are various journals, articles, and discussions about the privatized residential 
subdivisions in the Philippines. Earlier discussions were about the exclusive village’s 
voluminous existence and basic characteristics. Besides encompassing sizable lots, common 
parameters for these secured villages still supported today are accessibility to major roads or 
streets leading to city centers, availability of utilities (water, electricity, sanitation) within the 
neighborhood, as well as amenities to encourage residence within the master-planned 
communities. A publication by Nishioka listed indicators of the village or exclusive habitation 
system or EHS, with entrance regulations as its basic characteristic. The author regards the 
Philippine’s gated community as a sub-system of the city and have the following: planned 
developments for residential use, mainly single-family housing, with inbound restrictions such 
as fences and walls. Likewise, this paper further details these sub-systems although as related 
with the smallest political division.  
Architect and art historian Lico presented the progress of the built environment from the 
colonial space to postmodern urbanism. He informed readers that Intramuros was built as 
Manila’s self-contained colonial city exclusively for the Western elites. Then, listed the 
motivations for taking residence in privatized neighborhoods. He presented the “self-contained 
leisure paradise,” a more recent style of exclusive, mostly residential development, which has its 
foundation in New Urbanism(7). This paper focus on the development of the gated community 
and the barangay solely then introduce current classifications of the privatized villages especially 
as associated with the smallest administrative unit in the Philippines. 
Serote states the real estate business –selling of subdivided private lots– in the archipelagic 
nation was introduced by the Americans during their occupation in the early 20th century. This 
has magnified the predicament of a skewed land ownership instigated in the Spanish Era. The 
inaccessibility of land to most Filipinos remained and mentioned the existence of “well-planned 
gated ‘villages’” as one of the only two types of residential communities in the Philippines(8). His 
book was written in the beginning of the 21st century but these accounts on biased distribution of 
land still hold today. Through history, interests of those who owned land has always dominated 
and, presently, validated by the widespread informal settlements especially in highly urbanized 
cities like Manila. Therefore, this study continues discussion of the value Filipinos put on land 
by offering concrete examples of its present residential use. 
 
6 Department of Budget and Management website https://www.dbm.gov.ph/. Accessed August 15, 2020 
7 Lico, Gerard A. (2008). Arkitekturang Filipino, A History of Architecture and Urbanism in the Philippines. Diliman, Quezon City: 
University of the Philippines Press. pp. 530-533 
8 Serote, Ernesto M. (2004). Property, Patrimony & Territory: Foundations of Land Use Planning in the Philippines. Diliman, Quezon 
City: School of Urban and Regional Planning (SURP) University of the Philippines and the UP Planning and Development Research 
Foundation, Inc. (PLANADES). p.308 
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Lately, topics on gated communities are on its inconveniences as conveyed by Kawahara, 
Dohi, and Sugita who mentioned the population density of gated communities and barangays 
individually, with a focus on its effects on the public space and system(9). 
Garrido recently published a book and call these fenced-in residential subdivisions simply 
as enclaves and mentions that “symbolic boundedness” is one of its distinctive aspects. These 
are large components of Metro Manila and glaring evidence of social polarization. Distressing 
measurements shared is that the lower class in the Philippines is made up of 70 to 96% of the 
population, with the upper- and middle-class found mostly around the capital of the country(10). 
Amidst describing the slums extensively, the author delves into the progress of housing delivery, 
underlining the impact of private sectors due to lack of government’s support. He also mentions 
the middle-class house as a “self-contained, independent unit.” This is particularly apparent with 
affluent residential areas, observed both within and outside gated communities, wherein 
imposing gates and solid, opaque walls surround the entire property. This study, on the other 
hand, juxtapose the gated community with the barangay underscoring their profound bond. 
The attention on societal status remain today, evident with the products of real estate 
developers who may showcase diverse products of gated communities, but mainly speak of the 
demography they cater. One of the most established property developers in the Philippines, for 
example, Ayala Land Inc. has five brands: Ayala Land Premier furnishes high-end estates, Alveo, 
Avida, Amaia, and finally, Bellavita that delivers extremely affordable properties. Another 
private corporation, owned by a prominent family of politicians, is Vista Land. They have been 
providing residential communities under these subsidiaries: Brittany, Crown Asia, Camella 
Homes, Communities Philippines, and Vista Residences; each aimed to a specific income 
segment. 
Republic Act (RA) No. 9904 defines the homeowners’ association (HOA) as a “nonstock, 
nonprofit corporation registered with the Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board (HLURB), or 
with the Home Insurance Guarantee Corporation (now the Home Guaranty Corporation), or the 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC).” It is a body tasked to manage the gated 
community, assures a code of conduct within the walls, and is essential to fenced-in 
neighborhoods(11). Furthermore, Implementing Rules and Regulations of RA no. 9904, otherwise 
known as the Magna Carta for Homeowners and Homeowners’ Associations states the 
relationship of a HOA to the national government and local government units. Passed only 
recently in 2010 it states, among others, that the HOA holds this relationship with the national 
government: 
 
The associations shall complement, support and strengthen the 
efforts of the National Government Agencies in providing vital 
services to their members and help implement the national 
government policies and programs. 
 
However, with varied discussion on the gated community of the Philippines, none directly 
discusses its link with the barangay as an urban unit, when there are cases that they are the same. 






9 Kawahara, Maasa, Dohi, Masato, & Sugita, Sanae. (2008). A Study on the Actual Conditions of Gated Communities in Metro 
Manila. Journal of the City Planning Institute of Japan No. 43-3: 139-144. (in Japanese). doi: 10.11361/journalcpij.43.3.139 
10 Garrido, Marco Z. (2019) The Patchwork City: Class, Space, and Politics in Metro Manila. Chicago and London: The University 
of Chicago Press. p. 46 
11 Lico, Gerard A., Valera-Turalba, Maria Cristina, Baltazar-Florendo, Raquel, & Santos, Ildefonso Jr. (2012). Lunan: A History of 
the Filipino Built Environments video. National Commission for Culture and the Arts, Manila, Philippines. 
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1.2.3 General concept of gated communities, references from Europe and United States 
Few publications are available that solely focus on the subject of gated communities, and 
one that is widely known by Blakely and Snyder who give a brief history: Romans building the 
earliest gated communities, the Spanish erecting walled and gated military settlements, and 
Americans developing master-planned retirement neighborhoods. Also, gives the following 
description:  
 
Gated communities are residential areas with restricted access in 
which public spaces are normally privatized. They are security 
developments with designated perimeters, usually walls or fences, 
and controlled entrances that are intended to prevent penetration 
by nonresidents(12).  
 
The authors relay that, for Americans, the forting up of private spaces is for a perceived 
physical and economic safety. They detail physical characteristics, trends, reasons for opting to 
live in these types of neighborhoods, economic and social repercussions. Three general distinct 
development types were discussed in length: lifestyle, prestige, and security zone 
communities(13). Finally, Blakely and Snyder urges Americans to create good neighborhoods. 
This study shares their sentiments on designing better residential environments; accordingly, as 
such, it presents the foundation to current status of these interdependent communities in the 
Philippines. 
The earliest fenced community is identified as Parc de Montretout in Saint-Cloud, Paris–a 
luxurious housing estate established in 1832, situated away from the chaos of the city center on 
a hill amid a serene environment(14). Meanwhile, founded in 1857, Llewellyn Park in New Jersey 
is recognized as the first planned area in America(15). Conceived by a businessman, the secured 
residential area was a picturesque retreat close to the city yet devoid of the squalor and perils, 
wherein exceptional attention was paid to the aesthetic design and layout. These developments 
came after the Industrial Revolution, which fostered rapid urbanization and changed societies 
forever. 
The roots of this model of gated communities can be traced to notions of defense and refuge. 
The foremost example is the fortification of territories by ancient civilizations. Throughout the 
history, people have, at some point in their evolution, built physical barriers to protect themselves 
from external entities. Structures such as walls, moats, and drawbridges were erected for security 
or defense from imminent attacks, or to maintain peace and order within those townships by 
controlling boundaries tangibly. This guarding of one’s welfare from outside forces was the 
primary purpose of gating villages, but another idea proposed to explain the raising of physical 
barriers was that of refuge from chaos or from unwanted elements. Another viable parallel for 
the concept of private enclaves is Sir Ebenezer Howard’s Garden City, as this idea reached far 
and wide and was valued by urban planners globally. Hailed as the Father of Modern Town 
Planning, Howard proposed an ideal community archetype as a remedy to the woes of the 
industrial cities of 19th century Britain. The degradation of these highly populated cities in just 
a few decades led to his proposition of a development sans deficiencies, a new place where one 
had the benefits of a great city but set in a favorable form and environment(16). Two garden cities 
were built using Howard’s ideas: Letchworth Garden City, begun in 1903 and 60 km north of the 
 
12 Blakely, Edward J., & Snyder, Mary Gail. (1999). Fortress America: Gated Communities in the United States. Washington D.C: 
Brookings Institution Press; New Ed edition. p. 2 
13 Ibid, pp. 38-45 
14 Le Goix, Renaud & Webster, Chris. (2008). Gated Communities. Geography Compass. 2(4): 1189-1214. doi: 10.1111/j.1749-
8198.2008.00118.x. p. 6 
15 Llewellyn Park website http://www.llewellynpark.com. Accessed December 15, 2017 
16 Catanese, Anthony J., & Snyder, James C. (1979, 1988). Urban Planning Second Edition. New York: McGraw Hill Book Company. 
pp. 13-17 
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British capital, and Welwyn Garden City, started in 1919 and 40 km away from London. These 
concrete cases of development led to many other new towns built across Europe. Around the 
globe, similar projects arose: Garden City in Cairo, Egypt, which is an elite residential 
subdivision built in 1906; Denenchōfu in southern Tokyo, Japan, which is a prestigious garden 
suburb begun in 1907; and Psychiko in Greece, established in 1923(17). These are few of the 
countless developments through the decades, based on Howard’s Garden City, showing the 
concept’s immense contribution in urban planning all over the world. 
 
1.3 Significance of the study 
The Philippines has exquisite community history, an archipelago built with rich encounters. 
Individually, the barangay and the gated community are considerably examined as supported by 
the literature related above. This paper continues discussions on these enclosed societies distinct 
to the Filipino by presenting its growth juxtaposed with the other, ultimately, highlighting their 
definite correlation. The author anticipates these associations are only a few thus this study could 
launch profound discussions between professionals, stakeholders and administrators on these two 
major elements of the urban fabric of the Philippines. More research leads to increase data 
available for all, more information can definitely bring better resolutions for the urban landscape 
of the country. 
Being the basic administrative division in the country, the barangay is a public unit that 
serves the citizens. There are 42,046 barangays in the 300,000 square kilometer archipelagic 
Philippines(18). With this magnitude, and the existence of a young government, it is easy to 
recognize that there are uncertainties on responsibilities, confusion on procedures, with many 
offices ill-equipped. The policies and plans for each government unit have been set but the 
mechanisms for execution are still weak. On the other hand, the gated community is a common 
residential community especially in urbanized barangays. The absence of a central agency 
catering to gated communities has led to inadequate data on this particular configuration of 
housing. Further analysis into its existence, especially laid out on the spatial dimension of the 
smallest political component of the nation, is vital. This start of in-depth dialogue on the 
relationship between these public units and private entities could lead to comprehensive land use 
plans for a harmonious movement through communal and exclusive spaces, benefitting both 
government and private sectors. Realizing that collaboration across fields is important for a better 
future where insufficiencies can be lessened. Recognizing, as well, that everything is connected 
and through collaboration assets can be shared for common use of barangays and gated 
communities. Through exploration of the foundation and progress of the barangay and gated 
community in the urban landscape, assessment of case studies together with architectural features 
specific to these communities, problems can be tackled with well-organized resolutions. 
The barangay is a well-established unit in the country, but with the emergence of walled 
neighborhoods ever-increasing and showing indications that it will endure, there is a need for the 
awareness of its implications on urbanization, for one. The significance of gated communities, 
typically only seen as ventures of private developers, can be further explored to better secure its 
place in the urban framework with the barangay. Understanding the survival and continued 
presence of these gated communities in the Philippines, and ultimately their effect on the nation, 
can help enrich the Philippine community architecture. This study can help Filipinos improve the 
current situation as well as better prepare for the future, by analyzing the historical context of 
gated communities and investigating the development and rationale of its appearance. In order 
to truly comprehend any given subject, inquiry should start at the beginning. If the results call 
for enhancements, then it offers fundamental wisdom to propose well-structured modifications 
for gated communities in conjunction with the barangay. It also provides opportunity to weigh 
hindrances and benefits better, with great respect to the nation’s rich culture.  
 
17 Stern, Robert A.M., Fishman, David & Tilove, Jacob. (2013). Paradise Planned: The Garden Suburb and the Modern City. New 
York: The Monacelli Press. pp. 672-673, 682-684, 694-696  
18 Philippine Statistics Authority website http://psa.gov.ph/. Accessed June 08, 2018 
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The study emphasizes on the spatial dimension of both tangible and unquantifiable aspects 
of a society. The barangay and the gated community in the Philippines are very familiar concepts 
of community to Filipinos. Additional analysis on this connection of two community concepts 
distinctive to the Filipino may promote more efficient movement through zones. Practical layout 
of spaces, rejection of redundant facilities, utilization of resources in that particular locale are 
other factors to deliberate. Persistent examination of this topic could be significant since 
architecture should work closely with other fields, also. Its socio-political facet poses challenges 
to Philippine society’s growth: the autonomy of the barangay with the gated communities 
practicing their own independence, in addition to the sheer volume of barangays in the country 
with the enclosed enclaves encompassing vast areas. Comprehensive land use plans should 
recognize and work with these types of communities, aiming for enhanced planning for the entire 
nation’s progress.
 
Fig 2. Map of the Philippines indicating major islands Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao, and 
highlighting the capital city of the country; inset: Administrative map of the National Capital Region 
in Luzon Island, Philippines 
(made by LORENZOcm, base map provided by NAMRIA) 
 
1.4 Materials and Methods 
This paper shares information on gated communities set alongside the barangay. Interviews 
of key persons, such as designers, managers, and staff, involved in the development of the earliest 
private enclaves in the Philippines were conducted. The history of the project and its developer, 
the mechanism behind the development, and its progress through the decades were the main 
points of interest. In addition, reasons for its formation, different roles and activities important to 
the project, and changes from conception until the present state were examined through ocular 
inspections, photographs, and visual materials usually employed for marketing purposes. 
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Collections of maps, lists of registered HOA, and other details from agencies such as 
NAMRIA, HLURB, and associated government units, were also analyzed. Note that specific data 
about the topic were uncommon, and at times, non-existent, as the Philippines do not have a 
single governing body for gated communities. Therefore, documents collected from the varied 
organizations were often general and needed to be directly or physically confirmed. This 
significantly reduced the land area studied. Discussions with colleagues, not only architects and 
planners, ensued throughout the three years of study. 
Public information in the Philippines must be physically obtained such as historical maps, 
photographs, and plans since digital copies are not readily available. Additionally, the value of 
electronic mail is unpopular in administrative centers. Instances of fire and constant transfer of 
government offices has also diminished the number of important files available. Records are few 
and, if any exist, most are privately owned. For the older case studies, technical plans and 
photographs are few since keeping of records is not as strict. Thus, to understand a single map, 
varied documents must be consulted to fully grasp the facts presented in that figure. 
Conversations with those currently involved in the management of the case studies were 
done at their offices. Visits included drive- or walk-throughs of the common areas with 
photographs taken wherever allowed. Most HOA would like materials regarding their place of 
residence to remain private therefore most data below are acquired from general profiles provided 
by the local government unit. The barangay does not prioritize technical plans or details and are 
often dependent on the HOA to provide these. Unfortunately, most of these gated communities 
were unable to keep historical records or drawings diligently because of one or both reasons: 
most HOA are represented by individuals not keen on the architectural and engineering plans 
and specifications, or those who knew of the development particulars have already moved on. It 
has been 70 years since the first appearance of the privatized enclaves in the Philippines but an 
agency, nor a department within the organization, specifically focused on gated communities do 
not exist. This leads to insufficient records and confusion or unwarranted procedures, as with any 
aspect in society that does not have appropriate governing body. There are seven Key Shelter 
Agencies, and even with the existence of a devolved administration to the barangay, there are 
various specialized information lacking in the government’s database. The Covid-19 pandemic 
came at the last year of study thus some additional information could not be verified. With 
disruption of work, limited flights and banned re-entries, the author was able to collect limited 
data. In the Philippines, an enhanced community quarantine was declared on March 14 and took 
effect on March 16, 2020 in Metro Manila. Luzon was placed under lockdown – restrictions 
going in and out of the Metro, non-essential travel was banned, and everyone was told to stay at 
home. It has since been modified to less strict measures to mitigate the spread of the disease, but 
still material was difficult to gather. Community quarantine, in several versions, has continued 
for most of 2020. 
Momentous events in the history of the nation occurred in the capital, and as such, gave 
impetus to the formation of gated communities in the Philippines (Fig 2). Thus, this study focuses 
on the NCR, which played an important role in the formation of the country as it is today. Three 
cities are specifically mentioned which played important roles in the formation of the country’s 
urban landscape. The first is Manila, which housed the first seat of authority with its strategic 
location and is still the capital of the country. The second is Quezon City, which encompasses 
the largest residential area in the entire region and was recognized as the capital of the country 
at one point. The third is Makati, as this is the area of the first recorded gated communities.  
Case studies are from Quezon City, where one of the earliest gated communities was formed 
and recognized as the capital of the country at one point. With a total area of 16,112 hectares, 
Quezon City is the largest residential area in the entire region(19). Given a three-year program, 
this study focused only on 17% of the total land area of Quezon City closest to the City of Manila, 
with 57 barangays out of the 142 within its jurisdiction. In this expanse alone, the author was 
able to identify and plot at least 20 gated communities (Fig 15). Three gated communities were 
 
19 National Mapping and Resource Information Agency website http://www.namria.gov.ph/. Accessed May 18, 2018 
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analyzed, shortlisted from the HLURB’s list of accredited HOA. There are 12,223 total entries, 
391 of which are HOA in Quezon City(20). Those HOA listed with HLURB could be any 
organized group thus it was filtered to solely residential communities which resulted to 14 entries. 
Out of these, Damar Village and Montgomery Place were chosen. The former is an example of 
a gated community that is also recognized as a barangay and the latter is a typical gated residential 
community offered nowadays. West Triangle is a well-known barangay and was selected since 
it has been enclosed recently.  
Table 1 summarizes the concepts, events, and developments that led to the formation of the 
barangay and of gated communities in the Philippines. The points already discussed are located 
on the rightmost column under the heading “Europe and United States.” These details are laid 
out chronologically, top to bottom, from the 16th until the 20th century, categorized under four 
major periods: Beginning, Spanish Era, American Era, and Postwar Era. It is important to note 
key events that impacted the entire world and influenced greatly the materialization of gated 
communities in the Philippines –the Industrial Revolution, the Garden City Movement, and 
World War II. The table starts at the 16th century, when the earliest permanent settlements in the 
Philippines arose, and culminates in the 20th century, when the country’s economy finally 
stabilized after centuries of turmoil under various authorities. Under the header “Philippines” are 
three sub-columns that chronicle the general history, the physical project or development (hard 
data), and the plans or policies (soft data) that resulted from the event. These points are elaborated 
in the following chapters. 
 
 
20 Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board website http://hlurb.gov.ph/. Accessed May 18, 2018 
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1.4.1 Glossary (technical terms and abbreviations) 
 Term Description 
1 Barangay smallest political unit in the Philippines; managed by elected officials headed by the 
Barangay Captain 
2 DPWH Department of Public Works and Highways 
3 Gated communities security developments with designated perimeters, usually walls or fences, and 
controlled entrances that are intended to prevent penetration by nonresidents(21); also 
referred to as secured/privatized neighborhoods/villages, exclusive or gated 
enclaves, enclosed communities, walled subdivisions; managed by elected officials 
headed by the Homeowners Association President 
4 HGC Home Guaranty Corporation 
5 HLURB Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board 
6 HOA Homeowner’s Association; made up of residents with by-laws devised to cater 
specifically for their community(22). 
7 HUDCC Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council 
8 Informal settlers households living in rent-free houses without consent of owner(23). 
9 LHB Local Housing Board 
10 LGU Local government units 
11 NAMRIA National Mapping and Resource Information Authority 
12 NEDA National Economic and Development Authority 
13 NCR National Capital Region 
14 NHA National Housing Authority 
15 NHC National Housing Commission 
16 NHMFC National Home Mortgage Finance Corporation 
17 ODA Official Development Assistance 
18 PAG-IBIG Fund Home Development Mutual Fund 
19 PDP Philippine Development Plan 
20 PHHC People’s Homesite and Housing Corporation 
21 SHFC Social Housing Finance Corporation 
22 Single detached a housing type wherein the structure is free from all sides 
23 Townhouse also identified as rowhouse, a housing type wherein the structures have shared wall 
between them 
24 UDHA Urban Development and Housing Act 
Table notes: 
1. Created by LORENZOcm based on readings of history and urban planning in the Philippines 
2. Italicized words are Filipino terms 
 
1.5 Chapter summary 
Introduction – This chapter began with the purpose accompanied by the framework of this 
research. It was followed by narratives from accomplished authors on the barangay and gated 
communities in the Philippines. These were focused specifically on the history of the country, 
planning and architecture, then administrative structures that rule the urban landscape. Various 
discussions about the gated communities in the Philippines were offered then, accounts of specialists 
across the world were laid out. Similarities then the distinctions of this paper from those literature 
were listed. introduced these community concepts. Finally, significance of the study was elaborated, 
then research method and terms were listed.  
 
21 Blakely, Edward J., & Snyder, Mary Gail. (1999). Fortress America: Gated Communities in the United States. Washington D.C: 
Brookings Institution Press; New Ed edition. pp. 2-4 
22 Republic Act No. 9904. An Act Providing for a Magna Carta for Homeowners and Homeowners’ Associations, and for Other 
Purposes (2010). p. 2 
23 Ballesteros, Marife M, Ancheta, Jenica A. (2018). Discussion Paper Series No. 2018-29. Participatory Governance in the Public 
Provision of Housing: The Case of Local Housing Boards in the Philippines. Quezon City: Philippine Institute for Development 
Studies. p. 19 
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Table 1. Timeline of concepts, events and developments in the Philippines in reference to European and American influences 
 PHILIPPINES  FOREIGN  








 Early 16th 




1571   Defeat of Muslim leader and capture of Manila for the Spanish crown 









 Late 16th 
century 
Spaniards adopt the barangay system, now called barrios; reduccíon 
policy is sanctioned Intramuros, Capital of the Philippines Spain takes the islands, Philippines, as its only colony in Asia 
   
     Industrial Revolution 
       
19th 
century  
Urban sprawl to the outskirts of 
Intramuros Great urban transformation around the world with the 
invention of water- and then steam-powered machinery 
 Le Parc de Montretout, 
Paris (1832) 
 











     Garden City concept 
       
1898   The United States acquires the Philippines from Spain    
Early 20th 
century US army officers establish camps outside urban centers Fort William McKinley in Rizal Province  
 Letchworth (1903)  
 American urban planners propose a concept for mass housing Sanitary Barrios     
 Daniel H. Burnham, assisted by Pierce Anderson, survey Manila and Baguio 
Plan of Manila and Baguio Plan partially 
implemented  
 Welwyn (1919)  
1935 Commonwealth Act No. 457 is passed 
Barrio Obrero (Laborer's Village) Plans to move capital to a more conducive environment and provide housing for the Filipino 
   
1938 People's Homesite Corporation (PHC) is created    
1939 Commonwealth Act No. 502 is passed    









       
1946   The Republic of the Philippines is born    
1947 PHC and National Housing Corporation merge into People's Homesite & Housing Corporation 
Heroes Hills, Kamuning Housing Project, 
Projects 1-8 
Massive housing projects for the citizens ensue 
   
1948 Republic Act No. 333 comes into effect Quezon City, Philippine’s capital    
1949 25-year Ayala Master Plan comes into effect Forbes Park Makati City    
1955 Philippine American Life Insurance Company's housing projects built Philam Homes Quezon City    
1965 New Society vision implemented through the barangay BLISS Projects by the 1970s Ferdinand Marcos becomes president, declared Martial Law    
1976 Presidential Decree no. 940 is passed Capital reverts to Manila City     
1986 End of Martial Law  People Power Revolution materializes    
1990s Local Government Code of the Philippines comes into effect Barangay Philippine economy stabilizes    
Table notes: 
1. Created by LORENZOcm based on readings of history and urban planning in the Philippines 
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2.1 Philippines’ urban structure, primer on the organization hierarchy of the country 
Located in Southeast Asia, the Philippines consists of more than 7,000 islands. Bounded by 
the Philippine Sea, the West Philippine Sea, and the Celebes Sea on the southwest. It shares 
maritime borders with Taiwan to the north, Vietnam to the west, and Malaysia and Indonesia to 
the south. The Republic of the Philippines is divided into three island groups –Luzon, Visayas, 
and Mindanao– and has a central government with a president who is both head-of-state and 
commander-in-chief of the armed forces. The three major islands are divided into 17 regions, 
then further split into 81 provinces led by the Governor or Gobernador, in the vernacular. The 
provinces are distributed into cities or municipalities, depending on the population or land area 
and average annual income of the locale(24). Finally, these siyudad or municipalidad run by the 
Alkalde are separated into smaller political units, called barangay, and managed by the Punong-
barangay or Barangay Chairman. Table 2 is a detailed list of the country’s administrative 
divisions. The number of units per division are based on the summary as of 30 September 2020 
from the Department of Interior and Local Government website.  
Luzon ranks as the Philippine’s largest island. It has eight regions, one of which is the 
heavily populated NCR, and houses the capital of the country. Also known as Metropolitan 
Manila or simply Manila, NCR is the seat of the government and composed of the country’s 
capital city of Manila, the most populous Quezon City, and the cities of Caloocan, Las Piñas, 
Makati, Malabon, Mandaluyong, Marikina, Muntinlupa, Navotas, Parañaque, Pasay, Pasig, San 
Juan, Taguig, and Valenzuela, as well as the municipality of Pateros. Covering an area of 
approximately 619.6 km2 of land, this is where most of the significant events that formed the 
human-environment setting of the Philippines occurred. The gated communities first appeared 
near the capital of the Philippines after World War II, away from war-ravaged zones, and its 
immediate vicinity. Large plots owned by private companies were developed and subdivided into 
smaller individual lots for sale. 
 
2.2 Precursor of the Philippine’s gated community juxtaposed with the barangay’s 
development 
2.2.1 Early settlements 
The barangay is the first permanent settlement in the Philippines. History recognizes the 
arrival of the Malays as the beginning of urbanism in the country. Earlier groups were nomads 
and did not cause significant alterations of their habitat. Ancient societies favored the islands 
because of their valuable location in Asia. They engaged in commerce predominantly on the 
western and southern portions. Finally, with Malay people taking residence in the archipelago 
and forming communities called barangay, a more stable architectural environment started taking 
shape. The first barangay was the Sultanate of Sulu, founded in the 15th century. Through the 
decades, barangays grew, notably large examples are those of Maynila in Luzon, Cebu in 
Visayas, and Sultanate of Maguindanao and Butuan in Mindanao(25). Maynila experienced the 
greatest political development, as it had ties with the Muslim communities of Mindanao and 
Borneo. It was more than a century later that Spain set foot on the archipelagic islands in an effort 
to secure a position in Asia. Spanish colonization definitively began in the late 16th century and 
followed a slow course from the dominance over Visayan Islands to the defeat of the prime 
barangay in Luzon. Firmly establishing their superiority over the natives, the Spaniards drove 
them out, marking Manila as the capital of the latest colony of Spain. 
 
 
24 The Local Government Code of the Philippines Book III on Local Government Units (1991). pp. 183, 201, 220 
25 Francia, Luis H. (2014). A History of the Philippines from Indios Bravos to Filipinos. New York City: The Overlook Press, Peter 






Fig 3. Map of the Walled City of Spanish Manila (Intramuros), drawn in 1870 
(From the Intramuros Administration Library Archives: Historia Geografica, Geologica y Estodistica 
de Filipinas por D. Agustin de la Cavada. (1876) Manila, Imprenta de Ramirez y Giraudier) 
 
!
Fig 4. Aerial photograph of Intramuros with the bay in the distance, taken in 1934 











2.2.2 Colonial City of Manila 
In the barangay, being a family commune, it was senseless to permanently claim ownership 
of parcels of land. With the coming of the Spaniards, land was owned predominantly by the 
friars, if not the state. This was the first appearance of privatization of property in the country. 
The foundation of the modern urban layout is the Hispanic colonial towns. Planned as a 
European-style city, Manila was immediately walled (Fig 3) to protect the Spanish-only 
inhabitants from threats within and outside. Natives were banned from Intramuros, or inside the 
walls (Fig 4), and non-Europeans already merchandizing on the islands were made to occupy 
specific districts and constantly regulated. Spanish settlers made deliberate efforts to create a 
“New Europe” as  shown with the architectural style and city plan(26). The most symbolic act of 
conquest is the building of towns. The grid street layout, wherein the site is subsequently divided 
into square blocks, is one of the most visible city planning ordinances of the Laws of Indies –
regulations set by the Spanish crown for their colonies. According to the law, the starting point 
would be the plaza. Then surrounding the plaza are the church, government buildings and main 
businesses. In close proximity would be the homes of the elite, while the masses lived at the 
fringes. Besides location, there is blatant difference as well in the materials used for the 
residences, homes of the common people can only be made of thatch and wood. Certain materials 
and styles must be used only by the Spanish. 
Fortresses, naval assemblies and garrisons were built and other colonial infrastructures such 
as churches, and civic and government edifices were based on European models and conveyed 
secular power. By the end of their reign, Spain had more than 20 fortresses in the Philippines, 
with the churches also acting as defense structures when needed. The primary justification for 
the over three centuries of Spanish rule in Las Islas Filipinas was the conversion of indios, the 
Spaniard’s term for the indigenous people they determined as heathen, to Christianity. The 
Catholic church was a major aspect of Spanish colonialism. 
The reduccíon policy was set forth, and Filipinos were uprooted and forced to live in smaller 
communities called barrios. They were required to pay tribute and provide labor while 
undergoing religious instruction from parish priests. There was resistance, especially from well-
established barangays, which ensued in conflicts over the next centuries. Other indigenous 
communities were able to escape into the mountains or other areas that were difficult for the 
Spanish to access. Those who conceded to the reduccíon found themselves in towns with 
regulations and zoning based on royal ordinances that favored certain social classes. Only a few 
Filipinos were given any claim to land, most of whom were labor service tenants. During the 19th 
century, in the wake of Industrial Revolution, which enabled immense economic and industrial 
progress globally, great urbanization ensued in Manila. This led to an urban sprawl that spread 
to the outskirts of Binondo, Ermita, Malate, Paco, San Miguel, and Santa Ana (Fig 5). It was also 
at this point that opportunities for the mestizos or children born of Filipino and foreign ancestry, 
usually from middle-class families, were sent to universities or colleges in Europe for further 
education. This created the ilustrados, or enlightened ones, who shone a light on the situation of 
the native people and started a movement for Filipinos to become aware of liberty and equality, 
values that were missing under Spanish hegemony. 
 
 
26 Skowronek, R. (1998). The Spanish Philippines: Archaeological Perspectives on Colonial Economics and Society. International 
Journal of Historical Archaeology, 2(1), 45-71. Retrieved September 4, 2020, from http://0-






Fig 5. Map of Manila, Philippines, and the surrounding area in 1819 
(From the National Library of Spain, provided by John Tewell) 
!
 
Fig 6. Aerial photograph of Fort McKinley, taken on October 25, 1935 










Fig 7. Burnham’s Plan of Manila 
(From the Ryerson and Burnham Archives, provided by The Art Institute of Chicago) 
 
In 1898, the United States purchased the Philippines and two other countries from Spain 
through the Treaty of Paris, a move that sparked hope for the long-awaited Philippine 
independence. Liberation did not come as anticipated, so the Philippine-American war broke out. 
The reign of the Americans lasted almost four decades and led to the erection of military camps 
all over the country. Approximately 20 forts built to secure their Asian territory were also 
designed for the comfort and physical wellbeing of their officers and men, who had no experience 
living in the tropics. The arrangement of spaces and design of structures mimicked the design of 
their homeland neighborhoods, as seen at Fort William McKinley in Rizal Province (Fig 6). From 
a period where all land belonged to the King, the Americans purchased these friar estates and 
tried to redistribute them to the tenants. Unfortunately, property allocation still favored the upper 
classes, who had buying powers.  
The United States retained the layout of cities formed during the lengthy Spanish occupation 
and improved on it with the introduction of the City Beautiful Movement, a planning principle 
that began in the 1890s in the United States and centered on material aesthetics. Landmarks, 
monuments, expansive esplanades, and great avenues were prized, reflecting the movement’s 
sentiment that cities could be grand. It came at a time when industrialization had squandered 
cities and showed that conditions could be improved. Having a grand design meant a progressive 
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city(27). Its greatest advocate was Daniel H. Burnham, who created plans for cities such as San 
Francisco, Chicago, and Washington D.C. In 1904, Burnham, assisted by Pierce Anderson, 
conducted a survey of Manila and the proposed summer capital of Baguio. A master plan that 
manifested the City Beautiful Movement was then proposed for the capital of the Philippines and 
Baguio. The Plan of Manila (Fig 7) was comprehensive and started to materialize, as can be seen 
in the Luneta Park (Fig 8) and civic buildings just outside Intramuros (Fig 9). Implementation 
halted when the World War II surfaced. There are glaring similarities with Burnham’s plans for 
cities in the United States such as the central civic core with government buildings in classical 
style, wide radial boulevards with secondary streets on gridiron pattern, and large parks. Another 
notable influence on Manila’s built environment was the Sanitary Barrio introduced by American 
urban planners. This neighborhood concept, which integrated sanitation systems in mass housing, 
promoted sanitary living, and enforced building standards. Housing lots were laid out in blocks 
(Fig 10), each having built-in, communal facilities, and streets that were laid out in a grid pattern. 
Residential districts outside Intramuros were offered by businessman Henry M. Jones, who 
acquired huge tracts of land, subdivided them into smaller lots, and sold them at a reasonable 
price with utilities already provided(28). Houses, markets, schools, and other institutional 
buildings were designed by the Americans and many were built to beautify their empire in Asia.  
In their imperialist venture, the Americans were also keen to form the Philippines’ 
government system. The Bureau of Health for the Philippine Islands, Bureau of Architecture and 
Construction of Public Buildings, and Department for Public Instruction, for example, were 
created and operated by Americans. After a few decades, Filipinos finally occupied most of the 
administrative seats, and in 1934, the first president of the Commonwealth held office. In a bid 
to provide housing with favorable surroundings on priority, Manuel L. Quezon called for another 
city as the capital of the Philippines, away from war-torn Manila. Among the initial steps taken 
to provide for the landless Filipino was the first government housing agency of the country, 
People’s Homesite Corporation (PHC) followed by National Housing Commission (NHC), as 
well as the housing model Barrio Obrero or Laborer’s Village. By 1936, the Vitas Tenement 
Housing Project and Diliman Hacienda were partially implemented, which were developments 
based on the barrio obrero concept. The rule of the Americans ended with the dawn of World 
War II. The 1942–1945 period emphasized the survival and building for self-protection, and in 
June 1946, the Republic of the Philippines was born. 
 
 
27 Catanese, Anthony J., & Snyder, James C. (1979, 1988). Urban Planning Second Edition. New York: McGraw Hill Book Company. 
pp. 19-20 
28 Lico, Gerard A., Valera-Turalba, Maria Cristina, Baltazar-Florendo, Raquel, & Santos, Ildefonso Jr. (2012). Lunan: A History of 






Fig 8. Aerial view of Luneta Park in the foreground, and Intramuros on the upper left in a photograph 
dated October 25, 1933 
(Provided by John Tewell) 
!
!
Fig 9. Aerial photograph showing Intramuros on the lower left with government buildings and Luneta 
Park surrounding it, dated September 21, 1944 
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Table 2. Administrative Divisions, Number of Local Government Units (LGU) and Hierarchy of Division 































































6 2 75 1,178   
I (Ilocos Region) 4 9 116 3,267   
II (Cagayan 
Valley) 5 4 89 2,311 
  
III (Central Luzon) 7 14 116 3,102   
IV-A 
(CALABARZON) 5 20 122 4,019 
  
IV-B (MIMAROPA) 5 2 71 1,460   






Visayas) 6 16 117 4,051 
  
VII (Central 
Visayas) 4 16 116 3,003 
  
VIII (Eastern 









Peninsula) 3 5 67 1,904 
  
X (Northern 
Mindanao) 5 9 84 2,022 
  
XI (Davao Region) 5 6 43 1,162   
XII 
(SOCCSKSARGEN) 4 5 45 1,195 
  
XIII (Caraga) 5 6 67 1,311   
ARMM 
(Autonomous 
Region in Muslim 
Mindanao) 
5 2 116 2,490   
Total: 17 81 146 1,488 42,046   
   LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS (public entity)  PRIVATE ENTITY 
Table notes: 
1. Created by LORENZOcm based on information from Department of Interior and Local 
Government website 










Fig 10. Photograph of a housing project inside Fort McKinley, taken on May 2, 1947 
(From the U.S. National Archives and Records Administration, provided by John Tewell through 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/johntewell/albums) 
 
2.2.2.1 The earliest gated communities 
Gated communities in the Philippines were completed even before the barangay, as the 
smallest government unit, was made concrete. One of the earliest was designed by Ayala 
Corporation and managed postwar by Alfonso Zobel and Joseph McMicking, who presented the 
Ayala Master Plan for Makati(29). This blueprint of a “multizone subcity” –term used to describe 
the aim to compose an exclusive real estate development with numerous land-use sectors– phased 
for 25 years, as envisioned by McMicking hinges on the scheme of enviable residential districts 
amidst business and commercial areas. He aimed for a residential neighborhood comparable to 
upscale American communities, specifically those in Palo Alto(30). In 1949, Forbes Park (Fig 11), 
located at the fringes of the property, opened with premier amenities to entice potential buyers 
to this locale, mainly catering to the elite. They offered a minimum of 1,000sqm of land at just 
Php6.00 per square meter and restrictions on the use of land, and premier amenities, such as the 
Manila Polo Club and Manila Golf Club, were built to entice potential buyers to this locale, 
which was quite a distance from the center of Manila and Quezon City, which was at that time 
the capital of the country. Although lot prices were only a fraction of the cost of improving the 
land, and quite cheap compared to Manila properties, and the development came with the 
assurance of quality surroundings because of the imposed guidelines for would-be landowners, 
there was difficulty with sales due to its distance from the capital and areas where most of the 
government’s rebuilding projects were focused. These issues, in addition to the conflicts of the 
Communist guerilla movement, which was active then, were huge deterrents to promoting 
residence at Forbes Park. The company, therefore, laid out street lighting and security patrols in 
the hopes of encouraging people to recognize Makati as a safe place to live. Sanctuario de San 
Antonio Parish was also built within the estate, the land donated by the Ayala Corporation to the 
Franciscans. The success of this first privatized neighborhood led to the construction of the rest 
of the exclusive residential subdivisions (Fig 12).  
Many real estate developers during the late 20th century were owned or headed by 
Americans. Philippine American Life Insurance Company, then headed by Earl Carroll, 
 
29 Lachica, Eduardo. (1984). Ayala: The Philippines’ Oldest Business House. Makati: Filipinas Foundation, Inc. pp. 141-150 
30 Ayala Foundation, Inc. (2009). Ayala at 175. Ayala Corporation 
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developed a gated community for moderate-income executives and their families, patterned on 
American suburbia. Located on a triangular lot that had two wide avenues and a creek as its 
boundaries, its master plan had perimeter gates and walls (Fig 13). It initially offered 605 lots 
with areas between 400 and 500sqm, and at the center, had a 6,000sqm amenities section, which 
made available to the residents a football field, basketball and tennis courts, swimming pool, and 
clubhouse. On May 15, 1955, the first phase of Philam Homes, sited on a 45-hectare cogon-
covered land in the new capital of the Philippines, was inaugurated. 
 
2.2.2.2 The formal barangay system established 
Significant changes to the Philippine landscape occurred during the presidency of Ferdinand 
Marcos, who declared Martial Law in 1972 with a fervent bid for the Bagong Lipunan or New 
Society. The Task Force on Human Settlements was created the next year and assumed a wide 
range of responsibilities, from national development to housing programs. The Metropolitan 
Commission was founded in 1975, which led to Manila, Pasay, Caloocan, Quezon City, and 13 
municipalities being designated as Metro Manila. The barangay system was also implemented 
by Marcos for easy execution of his authoritarianism. The Ministry of Human Settlements (MHS) 
became the sole organization for housing, with immense control and unlimited resources. They 
launched Bagong Lipunan Improvement of Sites and Services (BLISS), which was a model 
community with comprehensive housing support for the low- to middle-income population. Only 
a few projects addressed the need for a permanent shelter for Filipinos, most of which were 
grandiose constructs for the Arts and superficial intercessions. They were often in metropolitan 
localities, obscuring the proliferation of slums in a country undergoing tremendous economic 
growth, and the stark evidence of a distressing social gap. Through presidential decree in 1976, 
the capital of the archipelago was reverted to Manila. The People Power Revolution of 1986 saw 
the end of the dictator’s regime and President Corazon Aquino took up the reins of government 
with the return of a democratic state. The Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council 
was founded and replaced the MHS, and under it, were the following specialized agencies that 
handled the varied housing dilemmas, ultimately catering for landless Filipinos: National 
Housing Authority, HLURB, and Home Development Mutual Fund. It was also during this time 
that the barangay was systemized with the Local Government Code of 1991, its autonomy 
solidified with powers and duties further defined. 
 
2.3 Chapter summary 
History of the Philippine Gated Community and the Barangay – This chapter began with 
the hierarchy of administrative divisions in the country. It then offered an overview of the two 
enclosed societies in a timeline from its foundation to its present significance. The narrative 
started with the earliest permanent settlements in the 16th century called a barangay, brought by 
the Malay people. It moved to development during centuries of colonization thus understanding 
how western concepts influenced housing greatly. With the Spanish Era, which strictly enforced 
city planning ordinances set by the king, a layout of spaces that followed a hierarchy arose 
wherein the most evident prompt is Intramuros. Then, through the American Era, formation of 
the urban landscape was supplemented with City Beautiful Movement as manifested in 
Burnham’s Plan of Manila and the Frost-Arellano Plan for the capital cities of the Philippines. 
This chapter also reviewed the earliest gated communities in the Metro, namely Forbes Park in 







Fig 11. Aerial view of Forbes Park circa 1965 
(From Lito Ligon, provided by Lou Gopal in Nostalgia Manila http://www.lougopal.com/ accessed 
2018 August 29) 
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Fig 12. Map indicating gated communities in Makati City 
(Provided by Local Government of Makati City) 
 




Fig 13. Site development plan of Philam Homes, Quezon City 
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3.1 Development of gated communities with the barangay 
3.1.1 Overview of Philippine’s barangay, with focus on residential zones 
New discoveries are constantly being made and interpretations are being modernized, but a 
long-established reality is that the final population group to voyage into the country and 
permanently settle in the Philippines were the Malay people who came from the South, 
specifically Borneo. They formed settlements, known as the barangay –a social and political 
system that existed well before the 16th century. Barangay comes from the word and concept of 
the balangay, which is a long-distance watercraft that brought the Malays to the islands. Boarded 
by a family or clan and led by a datu or chief, these seafaring vessels played an important role in 
modern human migration. As a community on land, always situated by the shore, the barangay 
consisted of roughly 30–100 houses. The earliest recognized stable township in the country is in 
essence a congregation of a specific family with each barangay being self-sufficient(31). The clan 
members had specific roles to play to fulfill the needs of the extended family. There were 
occasional exchanges of goods and instances of partnerships between different barangays, but 
generally, they were isolated from each other.  
The barangay as a family commune is identified as the first permanent settlement in the 
archipelagic country brought by their Asian neighbors, a socio-spatial unit guided by the head of 
the clan or datu(32). Decades later these were converted to barrios, as part of the resettlement 
policy imposed in the Spanish colonial era to regulate the natives. The barangay structure was 
retained with the datu managing the community, though at that time, under the King of Spain. 
After more than three centuries, these barrios were retitled to barangays, officially accepting 
these villages as local government units. This formal barangay system was established initially 
to aid in the political and economic crises of the 1970s. It was to assist with Marcos’ declaration 
of a New Society –a more efficient way to make his vision of a better Philippines a reality– the 
mechanism to strictly execute his directives to every person in the entire country. In areas where 
barrios did not exist, barangays were created wherein spatial boundaries were typically centered 
around community schools or marketplaces with natural barriers as edges. Generally, the 
barangay would be named after famous people or places, sometimes a Catholic saint for the older 
towns, maybe after a certain feature of the locale, or just a number for denser cities. Modern 
descriptions of the barangay are the Filipino term for village, district, or ward, and the 
abbreviations are “brgy” or “bgy.” It has also emerged to evoke the idea of a sense of kinship in 
a group of like-minded individuals. A good example of this is a professional basketball team in 
the Philippines, named Barangay Ginebra San Miguel.  
The Local Government Code of 1991 decentralized the administration and allowed the LGU 
to be self-sufficient through the barangay system. In some populous cities though, the barangay 
is further divided into purok (zone) or sitio, to help elected leaders manage the unit better, 
particularly in rural areas that are larger and comprise more difficult terrains. The barangay is 
composed of an assembly of nine individuals elected by its citizens. It is headed by the barangay 
captain, with seven council members and a chairperson of the local Youth Council, who 
represents the 15- to 17-year-old populace. The following are some of the duties of this local 
body of government: make and enforce laws, request and receive funds that they may allocate 
for infrastructure projects or other community activities, maintain public order, and promote 
economic development. One of the most interesting functions of the barangay is the existence of 
the Barangay Justice System, which aims for amicable settlement of family and community 
disputes. Also known as Katarungang Pambarangay, this alternative to the formal judicial 
system easily gives access to justice to the masses, especially the poor. The roots of the barangay 
being a family commune comes into play with the elders, or leaders, mediating between the 
 
31 Scott, William H. (1994). Barangay: Sixteenth-Century Philippine Culture and Society. Quezon City: Ateneo de Manila University 
Press. pp. 167-177 
32 Francia, Luis H. (2014). A History of the Philippines from Indios Bravos to Filipinos. New York City: The Overlook Press, Peter 
Mayer Publishers, Inc. pp. 26-32 
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disputing parties, aiming for a mutually acceptable resolution. Besides disagreements with family 
or neighbors, many of the cases brought forth involve property and land.  
Settlement development is one of the major concerns of the Philippine administration. The 
Local Government Code of 1991 devolved many responsibilities to the barangay in accordance 
with established national policies, guidelines, and standards. An example of the basic service and 
facilities the barangay is tasked with is the maintenance of barangay health and daycare centers, 
barangay roads and bridges, water supply systems, multipurpose hall, plaza, sports center(33). 
Another interesting illustration of the barangay’s function and power in ensuring access to basic 
services such as shelter is the Local Housing Board (LHB). The LHB was created as a solution 
for lack of housing especially for the underprivileged. Each LGU must adequately provide 
housing or resettlement areas for their citizens. The decentralization to local units generally 
facilitated in faster enforcement and implementation of national policies but has also led to 
various versions of execution. On land-use alone, masterplans are not fully or correctly 
implemented, if at all. 
The seat of the lowest administrative division in the Philippines is the barangay hall. At its 
simplest, it shall have the barangay captain’s office, workspace with complete equipment, and 
an area to accommodate residents within their territory. The barangay should have their own 
vehicle for emergencies. Often there is a multi-purpose area or covered court adjacent to the 
barangay hall. Advanced barangays would have their own fire station, police station, and health 
center. They would also include a senior citizen’s space, youth center and library. A cluster of 
barangays may be converted into a city if it has an average annual income of at least 
Php20,000,000.00 for the last two consecutive years, and either a contiguous territory of at least 
100 square kilometers, or a population of not less than 150,000 inhabitants(34). A diagram on the 
hierarchy of the administrative units in the country (Fig 14) is presented to further clarify the 
position in the spatial dimension of the exclusive subdivision amidst the political divisions, the 
detailed list was presented in Chapter 4.  
The devolution of power from national to local government, which legitimized the 
barangay, came decades after the basic needs of subdivisions of housing, coming in multitudes 
after the war, could not be addressed quickly. They formed homeowner’s associations and had 
to collect monthly dues and other fees to address issues such as street lighting, road repairs, and 
garbage collection. The HOA have similarities with the barangay in that they can make and 
impose rules and regulations, may request or collect funds for subdivision projects, and maintain 
peace and order within their boundaries. These borders are more concrete with privatized 
residential enclaves –walls, fences, gates– and the policies often times stricter. 
 
33 The Local Government Code of the Philippines Book III on Local Government Units (1991). pp. 161-164 
34 Ibid, p. 201 
 




Fig 14. Diagram of the Republic of the Philippines’ hierarchy of administrative divisions 
(Created by LORENZOcm) 
 
3.1.2 General profile of the Philippine gated community 
Within the barangay, especially in Metro Manila, you will find sections of horizontal 
housing developments –gated communities (green on Fig 14). These are vast domains, fenced-
in and possess autonomy recognized by the national government. Existing since the 1950s, these 
gated communities has multiplied and flourished ever since. Gated communities are located in a 
barangay, if not one and the same with the barangay. These are ventures of private developers, 
who have emerged to somehow fill the housing gap, delivering more than any other government 
housing sector. They own or purchase vast terrains then develop for a targeted market. On major 
thoroughfares in and around Metro Manila, one will see a number of billboards promising 
couples or families a certain lifestyle in their advertised community. These are reminders that it 
is, to a large extent, simple to own a home nowadays. The nuisance of obtaining permits and 
licenses which take much time, effort and money; along with other requisites such as availability 
of utilities and infrastructure then design and construction, are no longer critical matters 
individuals should concern themselves with. The ease of having a residence ready for occupancy 
and inability of the government to sufficiently provide has led to a thriving private housing sector 
in the Philippines.  
The first exclusive neighborhoods came into fruition at the end of World War II. Most noted 
are Forbes Park in Makati City and Philam Homes in Quezon City (Fig 13), which offered 
residential homes to the upper-class residents of the country. Information on Forbes Park, the 
endeavor of a prominent family who now runs the largest multi-industry company in the 
Philippines, is found in myriad of publications and a persistent reminder of their significance to 
urbanization. Presidential Decree 957, also known as Subdivision and Condominium Buyer's 
Protective Decree, regulates the sale of subdivision lots and condominiums, aiming to protect the 
welfare of the property buyers. Approved in 1976, it is the basis for planners, property 
developers, salespersons/ operators/ agents/ brokers. Real estate dealers consult the Presidential 
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Decree 1096, or the National Building Code of the Philippines, and Batas Pambansa Bilang 220 
for standards and technical requirement of the economic and socialized housing projects. RA No. 
9904 and its implementing rules and regulations, known as Magna Carta for Homeowners and 
Homeowners’ Associations, clarifies roles of homeowners in the society. Additional measures 
for the safety of the industry are that the village must be registered with the HLURB, a license 
to sell secured before marketing the project begins. 
 
3.2 General housing supply in the Philippines, distribution from 16th century to present 
Land in the Philippines began as communal, earliest records showed permanent settlements 
being established in the 16th century called the barangay, wherein land was a resource for the 
benefit of all. It was during the Spanish era that ownership was specifically defined, a skewed 
land distribution began with the entire territory owned by the King of Spain(35). Shortly, land was 
given in exchange for services that aided the Spaniards, but instances of land grabbing or other 
abuse of power to possess land was common. Land reform surfaced during the American era. 
Regrettably, the system employed simply added land assets to upper classes who had buying 
power. The natives knew only of the landlord – tenant system before the US came. Therefore, 
most Filipinos did not have enough wealth to purchase even the plots they were already 
occupying.  
Real estate began with the American businessmen. Land became an economic item or 
commodity, something that can be purchased and owned by the people. Definite plans to classify 
land only began during the late 1980s. NCR is classified entirely as urban, with a population 
reaching 13 million, out of the 100.98 million total, as of 2015(36). The course for shelter, a 
person’s basic right, is long and hard. One has to go through multiple agencies and lengthy 
processes. In the Philippines a property to your name is of high value, an influence of colonization 
to the people(37). The government barely provides affordable and adequate dwellings so many 
have opted to acquiring homes through other means. Those who do not have the resources resort 
to squatting. 
 
3.2.1 Philippine’s shelter agencies 
Today, the Philippines has the Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council 
(HUDCC) which is the umbrella organization for the other Key Shelter Agencies: HLURB is 
tasked to, fundamentally, implement and enforce land use policies, while the National Housing 
Authority (NHA) and Social Housing Finance Corporation (SHFC) are dedicated to provide 
socialized housing through development of government-owned lands and housing programs(38). 
The agencies that help Filipino citizens acquire housing through savings, guaranty, or loans are 
Home Development Mutual Fund (PAG-IBIG Fund), Home Guaranty Corporation (HGC), and 
National Home Mortgage Finance Corporation (NHMFC). The 1987 Constitution, Local 
Government Code of 1991, and Urban Development and Housing Act (UDHA) of 1992 are only 
a few of the many national laws and legislations significant for delivery of housing to the citizens 
of the Philippines(39). Philippine Development Plan (PDP) 2017-2022 is the current plan to 
achieve a better Philippines by year 2040. Chapter 12 entitled Building Safe and Secure 
 
35 Serote, Ernesto M. (2004). Property, Patrimony & Territory: Foundations of Land Use Planning in the Philippines. Diliman, Quezon 
City: School of Urban and Regional Planning (SURP) University of the Philippines and the UP Planning and Development Research 
Foundation, Inc. (PLANADES). p. 70 
36 Philippine Statistics Authority website http://psa.gov.ph/. Accessed June 08, 2018 
37 Serote, Ernesto M. (2004). Property, Patrimony & Territory: Foundations of Land Use Planning in the Philippines. Diliman, Quezon 
City: School of Urban and Regional Planning (SURP) University of the Philippines and the UP Planning and Development Research 
Foundation, Inc. (PLANADES). p. 88 
38 Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council website http:// http://www.hudcc.gov.ph/. Accessed December 15, 2019 
39 Ballesteros, Marife M, Ancheta, Jenica A. (2018). Discussion Paper Series No. 2018-29. Participatory Governance in the Public 
Provision of Housing: The Case of Local Housing Boards in the Philippines. Quezon City: Philippine Institute for Development 
Studies. pp. 5-6 
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Communities, stresses the following: “PDP 2017-2022 thus aims to support communities, 
marginalized sectors, local governments and the private sector in building safe and secure 
communities that will allow more families to enjoy a matatag, maginhawa, at panatag na buhay 
– strongly rooted, comfortable and secure – as part of building socioeconomic resilience(40).” The 
organizations exist, the framework and plans are laid out clearly, but many still find difficulty in 
securing a residence. In NCR alone, as of 2015, there are 123,782 informal settlers(41). Table 3 
lists the housing agencies aforementioned, their position in the administrative framework and 
mandates presented. National and local governments’ roles and relationship in regards with 
homeowners are enumerated. Finally, real estate developers, the non-government entity are 
regarded as main providers of the built areas to the residents of the Philippines. Highlighted are 
the units directly concerned with HOA –body who manages a gated community. As mentioned 
in the beginning of this paper, the HOA registered not only for gated communities but also any 
and all types of population –cemeteries, parks, and cause groups. A familiar sight at the HLURB 
department for HOA is officers of the varied associations forwarding grievances. A particularly 
common complaint is the redundance of officials in their community. 
As with the housing gap, the private sector has been major proponents to mitigate poor 
infrastructure quality and deficiencies in the country. Regional development of traffic and 
transportation systems, power stations, utilities, water supply systems, among others is the 
responsibility of the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) with financing from 
National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA). In the 1990s, governed by Republic 
Act No. 6957 or the Build-Operate-Transfer Law, the Public-Private Partnership or PPP 
arrangement was broadly used wherein private proponents are key providers of public projects. 
Recently, under the current administration, an arrangement with most financing taken from 
national budget and Official Development Assistance (ODA) is administered which is an 
immense shift from previous models. Table 4 shows basic activities and the units involved in 
supply of infrastructure in the Philippines. First two columns on the left show the government 
unit or private sector and their area of obligation with the heading: “domain covered.” Under the 
heading “implementation entity/proponent” are the agencies or groups responsible for the 
delivery of infrastructure. The columns on the right under the heading “activity” lists the action 
each group must provide –design, construction, operation, maintenance, financing. The national 
government mainly have three different arrangements with different entities for infrastructure 
delivery. The local government usually employs joint-venture agreements with private 
proponents. Generally, non-government projects are mostly developed and funded entirely by 
the private sector. Nonprofit sectors were not included as these commonly assist both the public 
and private sectors. 
The most significant agency for the Philippine’s exclusive subdivisions is the HLURB. One 
must be registered to be recognized and hopefully reap the benefits from the government. Table 
5 is a guide on the registration of HOA, listed are the documents to be completed and presented 
to the Registration, then Records, Officers. The time and funds needed to complete each activity 
is lacking when these are vital information for associations to fully prepare.  
 
3.3 Chapter summary 
Gated Communities as Major Players in Philippine Urban Planning – This chapter stressed 
the role of the barangay and the gated community in the Philippine society and their impact on 
the housing landscape. The place of these distinctively Philippine community concepts was 
identified to clearly position these in the built environment. Housing supply and distribution, 
infrastructure distribution, and the key shelter agencies were examined to understand the effort 
of owning a residence in the country. 
 
40 National Economic and Development Authority website http://neda.gov.ph/. Accessed December 25, 2019 
41 Ballesteros, Marife M, Ancheta, Jenica A. (2018). Discussion Paper Series No. 2018-29. Participatory Governance in the Public 
Provision of Housing: The Case of Local Housing Boards in the Philippines. Quezon City: Philippine Institute for Development 
Studies. p. 21 
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Table 3. Housing Delivery in the Philippines 













To uphold the rights of the people to form associations; 
To recognize and promote the rights and the roles of homeowners 
as individuals and as members of the society and of homeowners 
associations; 
To make available resources and assistance that will help them 
fulfill their roles in serving the needs and interests of their 
communities; and, 
To complement the efforts of LGUs in providing vital and basic 
services to their citizens, and in helping implement local and 
national government policies, programs, rules and ordinances for 
the development of the nation. 
**Section 2 
The associations shall 
complement, support and 
strengthen the efforts of the 
National Government Agencies in 
providing vital services to their 
members and help implement the 
















Province as a political and corporate unit of government, 
serves as a dynamic mechanism for 
developmental processes and effective 




City The city, consisting of more urbanized and 
developed Barangays, serves as a general-
purpose government for the coordination and 
delivery of basic, regular, and direct services and 




Municipality The municipality, consisting of a group of 
Barangays, serves primarily as a general purpose 
government for the coordination and delivery of 
basic, regular and direct services and effective 




Barangay As the basic political unit, the Barangay serves as 
the primary planning and implementing unit of 
government policies, plans, programs, projects, 
and activities in the community, and as a forum 
Homeowners associations shall 
complement, support and 
strengthen LGUs in providing vital 
services to their members and 
 
 
wherein the collective views of the people may be 
expressed, crystallized and considered, and 
where disputes may be amicably settled. 
*Section 384 
help implement local government 












 Delivers the master-planned residential development, subdivided 
lots for sale in an enclosed parcel of land complete with road 
networks, power supply, plumbing and sanitation, and other 
support facilities necessary for shelter 
Turnover of entire development to 
the HOA unless there is an 
agreement, example HOA 
employs the company to continue 
management of common spaces 
and infrastructure 
Table notes: 
1. Made by LORENZOcm 
2. Legend:   
*Local Government Code of 1991 Book III 
**Implementing Rules and Regulations of Republic Act No. 9904 (Magna Carta for 




Table 4. Infrastructure Delivery in the Philippines 
































ie. gated community 
infrastructure development 
 
Private proponent o o o o o 
        
LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 
Provincial – city / municipal – 
barangay development 
Arrangement 1:      
 LGU o o o o o 
Arrangement 2:      
 LGU     o 
 Private proponent o o o o  





• road networks 
• systems for flood control and 
irrigation 
• seaports and airports 
• school buildings, hospitals 
and health centers 
• others that serve entire 
regions or across 
provinces, cities and 
municipalities 
 
Arrangement 1:      
 DPWH o o o o  
 NEDA     o 
Arrangement 2:      
 DPWH o o    
 National unit / 
ODA     o 
 Private proponent   o o  
Arrangement 3:      
 National unit / 
ODA     o 
 Private proponent o o o o  
Table notes: 
1. Made by LORENZOcm 
2. Data from interviews and reports from United Nations ESCAP42 
 
 
42 United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. The Philippines – National Study, Infrastructure 
Financing Strategies for Sustainable Development. https://www.unescap.org/. Accessed November 18, 2020 
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Table 5. Activities for the registration of a gated community to the HLURB 
Activities (number of 





Documents to be 
claimed 




completed registration form, Articles of 
Incorporation, By-Laws, Information 
Sheet, Undertaking and List of 
Incorporators, Certification, 
Authorization; Blueprint, whiteprint, or 
Xerox Copy of the Subdivision Plan, 
with a stamp of approval of the 
Housing and Land Use Regulatory 
Board or the concerned Local 
Government Unit; Notarized masterlist 
of all the members of the association, 
certified by the secretary, and attested 
to by the president. 





B Issuance of 
Certificate of Filing of 
Amended Articles of 
Incorporation and / 
or By-Laws (3 steps) 
requisite documents for filing of 
amended Articles of Incorporation and 
By-Laws 
  client’s copy of the 
Amended Articles 
of Incorporation 
and / or By-Laws 
and its supporting 
documents and 
the original copy 
of the Certificate 
of Filing of 
Amended Articles 
of Incorporation 
and / or By-Laws 
C Issuance of a 
Certificate of 
Dissolution (3 steps) 
requisite documents for application for 
the voluntary dissolution of the 
association 
  original copy of 
the Certificate of 
Dissolution and its 
supporting 
documents 
D Issuance of 
Certificate of 
Enrollment (3 steps) 
requisite documents for application for 
the enrollment of the association 
  original copy of 
the Certificate of 
Enrollment and its 
supporting 
documents 
E Issuance of Various 
Certifications  
(3 steps) 
request letter for certification and 
other requisite documents for its 
issuance 
  original copy of 
the certification 
F Issuance of Certified 
True Copies (4 steps) 
completed request form in verifying 
the corporate records of the 
association 
  certified 
documents 
Table notes: 
1. Made by LORENZOcm 
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4.1 The earliest gated communities now 
The establishment of gated communities to the urban landscape such as Forbes Park in 
Makati City and Philam Homes in Quezon City came at the fringes of the 20th century, hundreds 
of years after the presentation of the barangay into the country, but before the barangay was 
codified by the Republic’s government. These gated communities were one of the many solutions 
for the foremost crisis during that era –the landless Filipino amassed by World War II. 
Subsequently, as the archipelago’s government system was being fine-tuned, gated communities 
emerged over time and occupied such vast plots that they were also recognized as barangays.  
The Philippine’s gated community is shaped by both tangible and intangible aspects that are 
deeply rooted in the history of the country. Forbes Park was one of the exclusive neighborhoods 
built outside the city center with comprehensive regulations for landowners, sufficient utilities, 
and world-class amenities, and then, was gated due to unfortunate acts brought by civil unrest as 
a result of centuries of colonial rule. Other real-estate developers, many American-owned during 
the 20th century, bought huge parcels of land and subdivided them to be sold finished with 
utilities, as Jones did with the residential districts around Intramuros. Today, threats of rebellion 
do not exist but privatized neighborhoods flourish. Many of the earliest walled subdivisions, built 
in the late 20th century, are listed as barangays. 
Forbes Park and Dasmariñas, two of the seven elite residential villages under Ayala Master 
Plan for Makati, are barangays, while San Lorenzo, Bel-Air, Urdaneta, and Magallanes are in 
barangays of the same name that are not entirely fenced residential enclaves. Makati City’s map 
indicating gated villages (Fig 12) clarifies that borders of these neighborhoods are main 
thoroughfares or wide avenues and street layout with housing in manageable blocks. Forbes Park, 
similar to Philam, is bounded by Epifanio delos Santos Avenue (EDSA) and a creek, but more 
striking is the huge open spaces of Manila Polo Club at the center and Manila Golf Club at one 
edge.  
Philam Homes had facilities that would make living within the subdivision complete, its 
master plan already had walls and gates included to assure safety for residents during that 
turbulent time in Philippine history. In the site development plan of Philam Homes in Quezon 
City (Fig 13), EDSA, West Avenue, and Anaran Creek are the edges. Extensive amenities are 
located in the middle with housing lots laid out in blocks surrounding it. Presently, the 
neighborhood strictly maintains the R-1 classification or low-density residential zone, except for 
lots along EDSA and West Avenue, which were re-classified as major commercial zones with 
the urbanization of Quezon City through the decades. EDSA and West Avenue are major 
thoroughfares connecting several cities. The perimeter of Philam are multi-story structures with 
offices, shops, restaurants, worship centers, educational facilities, high-rise condominium 
buildings, and even a Metro Rail Transit station. There are a few new modern-style dwellings 
but many of the original bungalows still exist. The village boundaries endured; one can enter 
through four gates but only two are open to vehicular traffic. Twenty-five security guards in two 
shifts man the entry points and roam the named streets to ensure the property and resident’s 
safety. Two-lane asphalt roads provide access within the development with sidewalks and 
landscaping, especially along the main roads and common facilities –basketball court, tennis 
court, clubhouse, barangay hall, and chapel. It was originally built with a community chapel, 
which was later instated as a Parish Church on June 2, 1957, and now known as the Sta. Rita 
Cascia Parish Church. There is a water treatment plant and an underground water supply tank for 
the residents’ convenience. In 1976, Philam Homes in Quezon City was recognized as a barangay 
in its entirety, and as such, included in the amenities are a barangay hall with a space allocated 
for a fire truck and emergency equipment that may service adjacent barangays if needed. 
 




Fig 15. Barangay map indicating gated communities in Quezon City, Philippines 
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4.2 Gated communities in Quezon City 
Quezon City had a fervent purpose for the citizens broken by war. A Charter of Quezon 
City signed by President Quezon on October 12, 1939. Also known as Commonwealth Act No. 
502, it laid out the details for the creation of a new municipality known as Quezon City. The next 
year, a master plan was drafted by Filipino architect Juan Arellano under American planner Harry 
T. Frost. Quezon City was only officially made the national capital of the Philippines ten years 
later during the term of President Quirino. Like the Burnham Plan of Manila, only a few elements 
of the Frost-Arellano Plan were fulfilled. Constitution Hill was designed as the seat of 
government regrettably only the Batasang Pambansa Complex –headquarters of the House of 
Representatives of the Philippines– materialized. Other elements partially built are wide 
boulevards: Republic Avenue, which was supposed to  presently direct course to the City of 
Manila from Constitution Hill; Katipunan (literally meaning assembly) Avenue, originally, 
Katipunan Parkway was supposed to encircle the entire city; Congressional Avenue was intended 
to reach Constitution Hills but still links Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao Avenues. One of the 
most iconic landmarks of this envisioned center of the republic is the Quezon Memorial Circle 
(QMC), which was proposed to include a capitol building to house the Philippine Legislature. 
Today, it is recognized as a city park and features a monument to honor President Manuel L. 
Quezon. The Department of Agriculture, Department of Environment and Natural Resources, 
National Housing Authority are at the vicinity. The Quezon City Hall affirms QMC as the heart 
of the city, with the Lung Center of the Philippines, National Kidney and Transplant Institute, as 
well as Philippine Heart Center also located in close proximity. Many of the earliest master-
planned villages radiated from this city’s core (orange on Fig 15). Quezon City’s land-use is 
mostly residential: 42% of the total land area of 161.12 square kilometers. The largest city in 
NCR, it has 142 barangays and, at present, 2.93 million residents. The following are a few of the 
numerous gated communities found in the city. Brief histories of the case studies are given to 
support the architectural details presented in Table 6. 
 
4.2.1 Damar Village by San Miguel Corporation – 1963 
This exclusive enclave is located within the industrial zones of Quezon City and was 
initially named San Miguel Village (of Quezon City) to complement a similarly named project 
in Makati City. Originally owned by San Miguel Corporation, Southeast Asia’s first brewery, it 
was later renamed Damar Village. Built in the early 1960s and turned over entirely to the 
barangay by 1975, it is composed of residential lots with only a few commercial units along 
Damar Loop (Fig 16) says Ms. Chavez, Secretary to Barangay Captain Tengki. Also located in 
this loop are Immaculate Conception Parish (Fig 18) and the civic center which houses the 
barangay hall, BPSO (barangay public safety officer) office, and sports court. In the same 
building, a room was donated by the barangay for the HOA’s use relayed by Ms. Paez, the Office 
Administrator interviewed. Here HOA documents are stored, transactions such as payment of 
monthly dues, and other activities homeowners may need occur. The barangay also donated a 
portion to the Parish therefore giving them space for their multi-purpose hall, Parish Priest Fr. 
Tio shares to the corresponding author. Main entrance (Fig 17) is on Gregorio Araneta Avenue, 
also known as Circumferential Road 3 (C-3). As of writing, a flyover is being constructed so a 
secondary access was made available a few meters away on the same road. C-3 lies outside 
Manila but connects the cities of Navotas, Caloocan, Quezon City, San Juan, Makati, and Pasay, 
thus giving easy access to the port area in Navotas or the airport in Pasay. 
 
4.2.2 West Triangle Homes by various housing dealers – 1960s 
Barangay West Triangle (Fig 19) was initially slated to be part of a central park in Quezon 
City as it was being planned as the capital of the Philippines during the American Era. Just two 
kilometers from the capitol, the supposed park is easily accessed through Quezon Avenue. Plying 
that same avenue takes commuters to Manila in four kilometers. The Frost-Arellano Plan ceased 
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because of World War II and was barely revived post-war. West Triangle Homes then became a 
union of lots subdivided by the People’s Homesite and Housing Corporation (PHHC) and 
Development Bank of the Philippines meant for their labor force, also Morelo’s Compound and 
the Philippine Women’s University/Jose Abad Santos Memorial School (PWU/JASMS) site for 
almost 61 years. Presently, government offices such as the Department of Interior and Local 
Government National Police Commission (DILG-Napolcom) and National Commission on 
Indigenous Peoples, religious and educational institutions, banks, hotels, restaurants and other 
commercial establishments surround the barangay relays Mr. Samantila, Secretary to Barangay 
Captain Ligon. Upon the residents’ request to the local government of Quezon City, the barangay 
was fortified due to a gruesome incident in 2003. Examiner Street is kept unrestricted for better 
access to another main thoroughfare thus the residential area was divided into West Triangle 
Homes 1 and 2 which have distinct homeowners associations for better management. The 
guardhouses were put up and gates (Fig 20) enclosed the dwellings. Guards are employed by the 
HOA but also being a barangay, barangay police officers likewise roam the streets to ensure 
security, shares West Triangle Homes 1 HOA Office Administrator Ms. Epino. Note that the 
sidewalks (Fig 21) are the same as those along public streets found in Quezon City, an indication 
that most resources for maintenance come from the local government. 
 
4.2.3 Montgomery Place by Ayala Corporation – 2002 
Located within Barangay Kalusugan, this horizontal development is one of many residential 
ventures of Ayala Corporation since they started in the 1950s. Montgomery Place (Fig 22) is on 
land owned and managed by Ayala Land Premiere, the company’s real estate brand to cater the 
upper-class society. Construction started in 2002 and already operational by 2003, the four phases 
of development was completed in 2006 says Ms. Geronimo, Property Manager with Mr. Millado. 
It is common for these newer developments to finish infrastructure and amenities first to entice 
potential buyers. In some cases, one could rent the multi-purpose area, swimming pool, or even 
the sports courts; helping market the project by giving a preview of the lifestyle one could enjoy. 
Its entrance (Fig 23) is on E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue, an active thoroughfare that connects the City 
of Manila to Quezon City. Along the avenue’s entire length, national and private medical and 
educational institutions are found, with commercial establishments prioritized in fronting the 
avenue. Montgomery Place is a carefully planned project by one of the prominent real estate 
developers in the Philippines. With an intent to deliver high-quality living surroundings, the 
company has given priority to open spaces and landscape (Fig 24). The houses offered are of a 
certain appearance: 2-storey dwellings with airy common areas and gardens, at least two 
bedrooms, toilet and baths, a powder room, all built with high-end materials and fixtures. The 
entirety of Montgomery Place is crafted to maintain a certain ambience of luxury. Impressive 
entrances, wide streets and verdant scenery with any Ayala Land Premiere development is 
expected. It is common to have a theme in the architectural design, either delivered by the 
developer for house and lot units or, for the case of lots only, the owner is given the guide and 
restriction on the type of housing allowed, often very specific and strict. There are three areas 
where facilities for leisure or recreation offered to the residents are  
The main amenities (Fig 25) contain the HOA office, multi-purpose halls, lounge areas and 
a large pool with bathrooms. A smaller version of the area can be found further into Montgomery 
Place. Numerous gatherings or parties have been  held through the years, another indication of 






   
 
50 
Fig 16. Site development plan of Damar Village, Quezon City 
(Base map provided by HLURB) 
 
 
Fig 17. Panoramic view of the main entrance of Damar Village, Quezon City(43) 
(Photograph by LORENZOcm) 
 
 
43 The portion in gray is C-3, a major thoroughfare that runs through several cities in the Metro, the colored section is the 
entrance showing a guard house in the middle, flanked by gates, with pedestrian access on only one side. The name of the 
private village is prominently displayed up front. 
 




Fig 18. Entrance to Immaculate Conception Parish in Damar Village, Quezon City(44) 
(Photograph by LORENZOcm) 
 
44 This is the façade of the church inside Damar Village, it was originally for residents only of the gated neighborhood but has 
been then open to neighboring barangays. 
 




Fig 19. Site map of West Triangle, Quezon City 
(Base map provided by the Brgy. West Triangle)
 




Fig 20. Perimeter gates enclosing West Triangle Homes, Quezon City(45) 
(Photograph by LORENZOcm) 
 
 
Fig 21. Streetscape within West Triangle Homes, Quezon City(46) 




 This is how most gates look enclosing the residential area of West Triangle Homes 1 and 2, one can distinguish the two 
with the logo in the center. Pedestrian gates and columns decorated similar to the main entrance can be seen on the right. 
46
 This is a typical road within the village, houses have landscaped front yard then low gates and walls. Each individual lots 
are usually enclosed with walls, railings and gates, as with most homes in the Philippines. Note the sidewalk that is similar to 
the rest of Quezon City’s streetscape. 
 







Fig 22. Panoramic view of administrative and civic center of West Triangle Homes, Quezon City(47) 




 This block is the amenities and barangay hub for West Triangle Homes. On the left is the barangay hall, with fire trucks and 
medical vehicles on standby. In the center is the church, open for non-residents from the very beginning. On the right are the 
sports courts, playground, and a building with a room given by the barangay to the West Triangle Homes 1 HOA for their 
office. 
 




Fig 23. Site development plan of Montgomery Place, Quezon City 
(made by LORENZOcm, base map provided by HLURB and Ayala Property Management Corporation) 
 
 




Fig 24. Panoramic view of main entrance of Montgomery Place, Quezon City(48) 
(Photograph by LORENZOcm) 
 
 
Fig 25. Rowhouses and green belt along San Juan River inside Montgomery Place, Quezon City(49) 




 In gray is the major thoroughfare, E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue, and a commercial building now completed. Colored in the 
photo is the narrow entrance to Montgomery Place, with a signage displayed in the center flanked by careful landscaping. The 
guardhouse in the center has the same colored roofing as the amenity building a couple of hundred meters from the gates. The 
road is designed differently, an indication of the private property’s lot. 
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 This area found at the edge of the neighborhood shows the similarly designed rowhouses on the left and down the road. On 
the right is the landscaped setback from the creek bordering the property.  
 




Fig 26. Main amenities of Montgomery Place, Quezon City(50) 




4.3 Summary of gated communities studied 
The first exclusive neighborhoods came into fruition at the end of World War II. In the 
Philippines, most noted are Forbes Park in Makati City and Philam Homes in Quezon City, which 
offered residential homes to the upper-class residents of the country. Information on Forbes Park, 
the endeavor of a prominent family who now runs the largest multi-industry company in the 
Philippines, are found in myriad of publications. Table 6 offers details on the enclosed 
communities studied to further illustrate their features. Column headers indicate the name of the 
development or gated community, Forbes Park is shown on the rightmost column as point of 
comparison to the rest of the Quezon City case studies. The leftmost column are architectural 
data that are divided into six sections: 
 
4.3.1 Location and Territorial Boundary 
First section pinpoints which barangay and city the gated community is part of. If 
constructed before 1975 then, generally, the gated community is also recognized as a barangay 
(Fig 27). The barangay would bear the name of the residential development. Encompassing vast 
plots of land, these enclosed villages also have identifiable edges. The boundaries which are 
usually major thoroughfares, accessibility to the development being one of the top selling points 
of these types of ventures, are listed as well. Geographical features such as bodies of water or 
natural edges are common for bigger developments.  
 
4.3.2 General Information  
This section indicates the year the gated community was constructed along with the year it 
became a barangay, if applicable. Initially these are master-planned developments undertaken by 
private corporations that own or can purchase vast expanses of land. They have the capital and 
suitable means to execute the housing project for a specified demographic, most of which are 
upper-class society. As a business venture, careful upkeep is vital to ensure sale of all units until 
its entirety is turned over to the homeowners thus a management team is set from the beginning. 
Once the developer has completed construction, they often depart and transfer management to 
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 Upon entering the property from E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue, the first structure one sees is the blue roofed structure of the 
amenities. This photo shows the pool and lounge area at the back of the building. Residents, or guests with endorsement from 
residents, frequently reserve this space for their social gatherings. 
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the occupants. These residents then form their own HOA and register with the HLURB. They 
are required to send members and general information of the executive board, updated 
architectural and engineering plans, as well as by-laws they have approved in their inception. 
Yearly reports on minutes of monthly meetings, board resolutions, amendments or revision of 
by-laws are also expected by the national government. 
4.3.3 Residential Area 
This section enumerates number of lots found within the gated community. Typical lot sizes 
are mentioned as well as the housing type. The earlier developments offered bigger areas, with a 
minimum of 250 to as much as 1,000 square meters for each subdivided lot. Average lot sizes of 
450 and 1,500 square meters are typical of post-war developments Forbes Park and Philam 
Homes. It was reduced to 260 to 300 in the 1960s case studies. The newer Montgomery Place 
has much smaller average lot sizes –100 sqm. It should also be noted that generally residential 
lots in the Philippines are fenced and gated individually. 
4.3.4 Amenities 
Amenities are facilities provided for leisure and the residents’ well-being. This includes 
parks and playgrounds, sports courts, and other spaces the developer considers valuable for the 
intended demographic. Amenities are found at a location that can service the most residents, 
usually at the center, and accessed through a wide road from the main entrance of the estate. 
Religious spaces for sprawling developments are usually provided, given that many residents of 
the Philippines are devout. A clubhouse, more commonly known as a building where members 
of a club meet, has similar purpose for the gated community. It is a structure accessible to most, 
with facilities for residents to use freely. It has a multi-purpose hall and a swimming pool with 
lounge areas for the more prominent or better planned gated community. Most exclusive 
subdivisions have designated offices for the HOA, a space for officers to hold meetings and 
personnel to process payments for monthly dues and keep files. It might also have storage of 
communally owned items such as computer and projector, tools needed for keeping the facilities 
satisfactory, or possibly table and chairs used for celebrations since Filipinos love to throw 
parties. Customarily, guests or non-residents would need an endorsement from a registered 
homeowner to use or access the amenities. 
4.3.5 Infrastructure 
The developer ensures that road networks, power supply, plumbing and sanitation, and other 
support facilities necessary for shelter are provided from the very start. An indication of the 
arrival of a gated community is the erection of perimeter walls on an empty lot. The main gate, 
a grand entrance to the community, follows with the name of the development clearly displayed. 
This primary entry point is predominantly seen on major thoroughfares since accessibility is one 
of the greatest features of gated communities. Upon entering the privatized village, main streets, 
which usually take you to the amenities, are wide with sidewalks complete with lighting and 
landscaping.  
Typical gated communities, similar to Damar Village and Montgomery Place, had 
infrastructure delivered by the real estate developer. They erect and lay power, water, and sewer 
lines in their development then connect to the city’s electrical grid, water supply and drainage 
system. Individual households then apply to electricity suppliers to energize their homes and to 
private concessionaires for water supply. West Triangle Homes, on the other hand, had road 
networks with power, water, and sewer lines provided by the government since this was not 
initially created as a gated community. 
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4.3.6 Non-residential Areas, an after-effect of the development 
Non-residential areas –commercial and institutional– may also include industrial and 
agricultural buildings. Initially, the development is solely residential but, through the years, areas 
surrounding the neighborhood would have progressed. The success of a gated community in the 
area would beckon more residential neighborhoods in the vicinity. This would then result to 
commercial and institutional structures to emerge to cater to the hundreds of households that now 
call the locale their home. Consequently, areas near the main entrance or at the border of the 
gated community would be converted to more profitable spaces. Access to these spaces would 
not require people to enter the residential zone thus exclusivity remain. 
4.4 Chapter summary 
Gated communities and the Barangay Today – This chapter recalled the earliest gated 
communities established in the Philippines. The importance of Quezon City as study area and 
the history of the three case studies were declared. Categories were defined such as location and 
boundaries, amenities and infrastructure. Architectural features were detailed, then a tabled 
summary for comparison was laid out for easy comparison. The history and transformation of 
fenced neighborhoods were examined through accounts from residents and people involved with 
the development, photos and maps thus giving a clear illustration of these communities.  
Fig 27a. Comparison of case studies highlighting boundaries of barangay (red) and gated 
community (yellow) – Damar Village, Barangay Damar, Quezon City 






Fig 27b. Comparison of case studies highlighting boundaries of barangay (red) and gated 
community (yellow) – West Triangle Homes, Barangay West Triangle, Quezon City 
(made by LORENZOcm) 
 
 
Fig 27c. Comparison of case studies highlighting boundaries of barangay (red) and gated 





Table 6. Details of Discussed Gated Communities 
 
  EXAMPLE 1 EXAMPLE 2 CASE STUDY 1 CASE STUDY 2 CASE STUDY 3 
 















y Barangay Forbes Park Phil-Am Damar Kalusugan West Triangle 
City, Region Makati City, NCR Quezon City, NCR Quezon City, NCR Quezon City, NCR Quezon City, NCR 
North EDSA /  Brgy. Pinagkaisahan 
EDSA / 
 Brgy. Santo Cristo 
Brgys. Pag-ibig sa Nayon 
& Balingasa 
San Juan River / Brgy, 
Tatalon 
Anaran Creek /  
Brgy. Phil-Am 
East Brgy. Post Proper Northside EDSA /  Brgy. Bagong Pag-asa Brgy. Balingasa Trinity University of Asia 
EDSA /  
Brgy. Bagong Pag-asa 
West Brgy. Dasmariñas West Avenue /  Brgy. Bungad Brgy. Pag-ibig sa Nayon 
San Juan River / Brgy, 
Tatalon 
West Avenue /  
Brgys. Paltok & Nayong Kanluran 
South Maricaban Creek / Brgy. Post Proper Southside 
Anaran Creek /  
Brgy. West Triangle 
Sgt. Rivera Street / 
Brgy. Manresa 
E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue 
/ Brgy. Damayang Lagi 
Quezon Avenue /  











Year Developed 1949 1955 1963 2002 1960s 
Year Created as 
Barangay 1975 1975 June 25, 1975 Not applicable June 25, 1975 
Developer Ayala Corporation Philippine American Life Insurance Corporation San Miguel Corporation Ayala Land Premiere 
PHHC, Development Bank of the 
Philippines, Morelo’s Compound, 
PWU/JASMS 
Management Forbes Park Association, Inc. Brgy. Phil-Am & Philam HOA, Inc., Sta. Rita Parish Pastoral Council 





Brgy. West Triangle (from 1975) & 
West Triangle HOA, Inc. (starting 
2006) 
Project Area (has.) 250.00 45.00 22.164 7.50 67.471 
Demographics Upper-class individuals/ families 

































   EXAMPLE 1 EXAMPLE 2 CASEE STUDY 1 CASE STUDY 2 CASE STUDY 3 
 



















Approx. no. of lots 588 496 370 341 420 
Lot areas (sqm.) 1,000 + 250 – 750 250 – 1,000 75 – 250 300 – 1,000 
Ave. lot size (sqm.) 1,500 450 260 100 300 






Open spaces parks parks, playground Senior Citizen’s Park, Children’s Park Parks, playground 
Remedios Samala Park, 
Barangay Mini Park 
Sports Manila Polo Club, Manila Golf Club 
football field, tennis court, 
swimming pool, basketball court 
basketball covered court, 
tennis court, swimming pools 
Swimming pools, multi-
purpose hall Barangay Covered Court 
Religious 
Sanctuario de San Antonio 
Parish, Church of the Holy 
Trinity 
Sta. Rita Cascia Parish Church Immaculate Conception Parish none 
Parish of the Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary, National City United Church, 
Faith Baptist Church, United Church 








Streets 2-lane paved roads with street lighting 
2-lane paved roads with street 
lighting 
2-lane cemented, asphalted 
roads 
2-lane cemented, 
asphalted roads 2-lane cemented, asphalted roads 
Plumbing Underground drainage and water system 
Underground drainage and water 
system, water treatment plant 
Underground drainage and 
water system 
Underground drainage 
and water system 
Underground drainage and water 
system 
Power Underground power lines Overhead power lines Overhead power lines Underground power lines Overhead power lines 
Emergency Fire lanes Emergency exits Emergency exit Emergency exit 
Fire lanes 
Emergency exits Emergency exits 
Ancillary Facilities Sewage Treatment Plant Materials recovery facility Materials recovery facility Sewage Treatment Plant Materials recovery facility 
Control Features 
1 main entrance w/ 
guardhouse, RC perimeter 
walls, at least 10 secondary 
access gates 
2 main entrances w/ guardhouse, 
reinforced concrete (RC) perimeter 
walls, 2 secondary access gates 
1 main entrance w/ 
guardhouse, RC perimeter 
walls, 1 secondary access 
gate with guardhouse 
1 main entrance w/ 
guardhouse, RC 
perimeter walls, 2 
secondary access gates 
2 main entrances w/ guardhouse, RC 















Barangay Hall, Embassy of a 
foreign country 
Senior Citizen’s Hall, multi-purpose 
halls, Barangay Hall, fire station 
BPSO office, senior citizen’s 
office, multi-purpose halls, 
Barangay Hall 
none 
Barangay Multi-purpose Hall, 





none Bureau of Internal Revenue District Office No. 38 none none 
DILG-Napolcom, National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples 
Commercial 
Facility 
San Antonio Plaza Arcade, 
private offices banks, private offices, shops banks, private offices none 
Providence Hospital, banks, gasoline 
stations, offices 
Institutional 
Facility Casa Montessori Internationale 
Jose Abad Santos Memorial School 
(operational 1958-2017) none none 
Habihan School, Academy for 
Computer Sciences, 
Pathways Learning Center 
Table notes: 
1. Made by LORENZOcm based on barangay and HOA profiles and ocular inspections 














5.1 Philippine gated community is interwoven with the barangay 
The main purpose of this paper is to highlight the connection of the gated community with 
the barangay in the Philippines by providing concrete data through history and current examples 
of these major community concepts flourishing in Metro Manila’s built environment. Studying 
these correlations then led to a second purpose of offering typologies of the privatized 
subdivisions that exist in the region today. 
The barangay plays a vital role in nation building, as government programs are implemented 
at that level, which serves to echo the liberty of these specific social classes. Other than that, for 
the residents of the Philippines, the barangay is not just a physical location but forms part of their 
being, weaving through complex evolution of the country – from its simple beginning as a sea 
vessel to a social and political system, and currently as an idea evoking emotions of kinship. The 
barangay, along with the gated community in the Philippines, is a very familiar concept of 
community to Filipinos. Metro Manila, at present, has hundreds of these privatized enclaves, and 
the number keeps growing, with more appearing outside NCR. Below are five distinct links, 
tangible and intangible aspects of the barangay and gated community. The first two give 
emphasis on the formation, parallelisms on how these enclosed communities came to be in the 
archipelago, greatly motivated by foreign civilizations. The next three are specific features 
similar to both and influenced mainly by national and local government laws. A diagram that 
simplifies the main features of a gated community (Fig 26) is offered to support the descriptions.  
 
5.1.1 A deep-seated awareness of hierarchy in social status. 
The intangible link of the barangay and gated community are its social structure and deep 
roots in the history of the Philippines. This unspoken identification of one’s place in the society 
comes from hundreds of years under discriminatory supremacy, which conditioned citizens to 
accept a division of classes. The barangay (Fig 28), which began as a family commune, was 
exploited by conquerors to control the people –a mechanism to implement colonial expansion. 
The Laws of the Indies not only laid out the tangible city but directed the status of the residents, 
as well. The location of your residence within the town, the style and materials used for your 
home, instantly distinguishes you as a ruling Spanish elite or an indio. The opportunity for the 
non-Spanish to own land given only in the 19th century fosters this inequality. In a few decades, 
during the American Era, the disparity is reestablished. The gated subdivisions as delivered by 
the Americans, set a criterion: that of a certain social status can easily live in an idyllic 
neighborhood. Those who can afford may effortlessly acquire residences that have the comforts 
of a beautiful and exclusive space with complete amenities. 
Intramuros is the foremost reminder of a privileged society, and the abundance of Spanish 
forts followed by American military camps in the country further instilled a mindset of inferiority 
to the common people. These physical barriers and limited gateways are cues of a division etched 
to the Filipino. The distinct separation of a residential community was a significant indicator of 
status. Thus, a hierarchy of status is necessary. Same goes for the gated community wherein a 
specific social status is physically separated from the rest of the city. The perimeter walls and 
regulated access points (1 in Fig 29) of a self-contained community are the main elements of a 
privatized neighborhood.  
 
5.1.2 Physical aspects of town planning as a result of colonial expansion.  
Both the Barangay and gated community were used in mainly in town planning, the 
barangay during the Spanish era and the gated community in the American era. The checkerboard 
layout of spaces is an urban pattern utilized globally, and although documented late, the 
Philippines’ cityscape has been formed in that frame since the 16th century. Along with instances 
of fortification, principles of the Garden City can be observed in these walled residential 
communities. Parameters are set from the very beginning on the size and location of the 






&(3$ #%)"&-'-$ ,($ 0&+3#(-$ &(3$ +#2+#&/',(&1$ -#+8'2#-$ &(3$ ,/"#+$ 2,(8#('#(2#-$ JK$ '($ D'0$ KTM$ .,+$
+#-'3#(/-$5'/"'($ /"#$5&1C&61#$3#-'0($,.$ /"#$0&/#3$2,%%*('/'#-$ '($ /"#$7"'1'))'(#-$ '-$3'-/'(2/14$
+#2,0('?&61#=$Q($/"#$5&C#$,.$/"'-$5,+135'3#$)"#(,%#(,(@$F'/4$H#&*/'.*1$;,8#%#(/<-$)',(##+$
H*+("&%$ &(3$ "'-$ 71&($ ,.$ ;&('1&@$ 5"'2"$ .,2*-#3$ ,($ &#-/"#/'2-$ &(3$ 0+##(#+4@$ &1-,$ 0+#&/14$












-*6-#O*#(/$ -)+#&3$ &+,*(3$ /"#$ 5,+13=$ Q/$ 5&-$ %,+#$ &$ -,1*/',($ /,$ &$ (##3@$ &-$ -##($ '($ /"#$ .'+-/$
&))#&+&(2#$,.$ /"#$)+'8&/'?#3$#(21&8#-$ '($ /"#$7"'1'))'(#-=$I$-#(/'%#(/$ /"&/$#2",#3$&+,*(3$ /"#$









)+,)#+/4$3#8#1,)#+-$3'..#+#3$%&'(14$ '($ /"&/$ /"#4$5#+#$2+#&/#3$.,+$-)#2'.'2$3#%,0+&)"'2-@$&-$&$
-)#2'&1'?#3$ +#-),(-#$ /,$ /"#$ (##3-$ ,.$ 1&(31#--$ 7"'1'))'(#$ +#-'3#(/-=$E,5&3&4-@$ /"#+#$ &+#$ #8#($





Center of the barangay is the plaza, then 
important buildings surround it 
 
1 – Public buildings are easily accessible 
from the the core 
2 – Housing lots based on hierarchy are 
sited, the most important are situated 
closest to the plaza 
Fig 28. Site development plan, a conceptual diagram of a barangay  
(Created by LORENZOcm) 
!
1 – Perimeter walls and regulated access points (red dots) 








1 – Public buildings̴2 – Housing lots
https://www.asisbiz.com/Philippines/Makati-Skyline/images/Manila-Skyline-Makati-Bel-Air-Village-Phase-1-and-3-Jul-2005-01.jpg








1 – Perimeter walls and regulated access 
points (red dots) into the gated 
community such as gates, boom barriers, 
and guardhouses influenced by 
Intramuros and other Spanish forts as 
well as American military camps 
2 – Shared amenities, usually park, 
recreational facilities, sports courts, and 
a multi-purpose hall were found at the 
center of the development inspired by 
principles of the Garden City 
3 – Housing lots in well-situated blocks 
comparable to Sanitary Barrios 
Fig 29. Site development plan, a conceptual diagram of a Philippine gated community  
(Created by LORENZOcm) 
 
5.1.3 Value extents 
In presenting three walled villages in Quezon City –Damar Village, West Triangle Homes, 
and Montgomery Place– other links are isolated. The firm bond between the barangay and the 
gated community is visceral with the early significance of the barangay as a family commune 
still palpable today. The barangay and gated community are enclosed societies connected with 
qualities understood better by providing concrete data through current examples. The most 
tangibly evident is the boundaries. Encompassing hectares of land, both the barangay and gated 
community value the extent of their territories.  
For the barangay, these are resources. Fundamentally, barangay territories may provide 
natural resources such as forest, minerals, water or oil energy. This is especially true in rural 
areas. Otherwise, the utilization of communal spaces may be developed into revenue-earning 
areas. Secondly, as an administrative unit of the country, these get a budget allotment from the 
national government and revenue from public facilities, community activities, or regulations 
implemented. 
With gated communities, the boundaries –more pronounced physically, impressed socially– 
generate a sense of security. Primary concern is the restriction of grounds. Architects and 
engineers consciously design these housing neighborhoods to be a sanctuary, giving great 
attention to boundaries being protected. 
 
5.1.4 Administrative and civic centers 
Infrastructure and other shared spaces were delivered, by the government for the barangay 
and the private company for the gated community. An essential element for management of both 
would be the administrative and civic centers. The administrative center for the barangay is the 
barangay hall; for the gated community, it is the clubhouse. In these buildings, offices for people 
who operate the domain are situated. More often than not, real estate developers deliver better 
facilities than the national government. These are remarkable visual cues, for instance, the 
condition of the barangay hall for the barangay or the clubhouse for the gated subdivision 
conveys much about the community as a whole –from the size and aesthetics to the upkeep, much 
can be deduced. There may be dissimilar intent and products delivered, but these amenities are 
to service the residents within their domain. 
 
5.1.5 Overseen by elected residents 
Finally, both the barangay and gated community are overseen by elected individuals from 
within their domain. Management of public spaces and infrastructure vary on the barangay 
captain and its council, but hinge on the function and powers laid out in the Local Government 
Code of 1991. Similarly, the state of the fenced enclave depends on the HOA president and 
officers voted by the homeowners. Contingent on the By-laws formulated and approved by the 
68 
members then officially received by the HLURB, HOA election of officers and their tenure may 
differ from one another.  
The type of leaders or head of the community is a representation of the society, an indication 
of the time and perhaps a consequence of previous events. This anchors a certain character to the 
community –a positive sense of place, if administrators shared the same goal with the residents, 
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5.2 A few typologies of the Philippine gated community 
A second purpose emerged as the study undertook the main purpose of highlighting the 
connection of the gated community with the barangay in the Philippines: typologies of the 
privatized subdivisions that exist in the region today. These in no way represent all the gated 
communities in the Philippines. Optimistically, several may fit, and some may find resemblances. 
Lacking a central agency dedicated on the gated communities in the Philippines, this study could 
propel further studies to classify these vast residential plots. These archetypes emphasize the 
common components that connect the barangay with the exclusive housing development: 
territorial boundaries, civic centers, and management bodies. 
Archetype I is the gated barangay, wherein the gated community –a master-planned 
residential estate enclosed by walls with strictly controlled entrances, a business endeavor for an 
intended for demographic– and barangay are one and the same. Generally, these are built before 
1975 since the formal barangay system was implemented from that year onwards.  
Archetype II is the common gated community, one or more can be found within a barangay. 
Each is considered a private development, is independent from the barangay, with supervision of 
common spaces and infrastructure contingent on the HOA.  
Archetype III is the modified community wherein residential neighborhoods in a barangay 
were gated following a consensus among homeowners. The area was enclosed through fences 
and gates on existing streets, mainly aiming to restrict access to the private residences. It is not a 
master-planned development thus perimeter walls are non-existent. Further explanations are 
offered below with a diagram (Fig 30) to visually complement the narrative. The gray plane with 
blocks of built spaces represent a barangay. The green plane denotes a gated community. 
Territorial boundaries are defined, walls or fences are indicated by a thick line. Check points or 
gates that regulate pedestrian and vehicular traffic into and out of the area, as well as 
administrative and civic centers –barangay hall and clubhouse– are pinpointed. Presenting the 
timeline solidifies these community concepts’ place in the urban landscape. A brief definition 
with list of visual cues is on the right column and further guides the figures. 
5.2.1 Gated Barangay (Archetype I) 
Archetype I refer to residential zones that are recognized as both gated community and 
barangay. Its foundation is similar to many housing ventures that appeared post-war around the 
world. These are privately owned lots, developed to provide housing for people who choose to 
live in a secure neighborhood with complete facilities for the family. It is a master-planned 
project by a private corporation where individual lots are sold to a certain demographic. The 
company earns a substantial profit from this transaction, which is conceivably reasonable since 
they have put up the capital from the beginning then constructed the infrastructure, provided 
utilities and public facilities then delivered to the masses a fully functional residential 
neighborhood. Government-led projects to provide housing for the landless Filipino was slow, 
the facilities and dwelling units were inadequate, thus many private real estate dealers have 
emerged to supply for the masses. 
Damar Village is a typical gated community. Two of the earliest established in the 
Philippines were Forbes Park in Makati City and Philam Homes in Quezon City, just a few 
kilometers from the country’s capital, City of Manila. Built in the 1950s to 60s, these gated 
communities are also recognized as barangays since the barangay system was formally 
implemented in the early 1970s. The earliest exclusive residential projects are registered with the 
government of the Republic of the Philippines as barangays and as such are led by both a 
Barangay Captain and a HOA President. There are nine of these gated communities in Makati 
City, one of which is Forbes Park (Fig 12). In Quezon City, there are three in one sextant alone, 
two of which are Philam Homes and Damar Village. All lot owners are members of the HOA 
and pay monthly dues. In Damar Village, those dues mainly go to the security guards that rove 
the neighborhood, guardhouse and overhead for the 2-person staff operating the lone HOA office. 
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Barangay Damar office deploys their own barangay tanod or public safety officers to further 
guaranty safety, peace and order. Maintenance of the public areas such as road networks and 
amenities come predominantly from government funds allocated to the barangay. Meanwhile, in 
Philam Homes, the dynamics are different: Barangay Philam and Philam HOA are equal 
participants in the care of their domain. They have shared responsibilities. They have offices in 
separate buildings, but both within the amenities block and easily reached from the main entrance 
of the exclusive enclave. 
5.2.2 Gated community (Archetype II) 
Archetype II is the conventional gated community recognized globally: fenced-in 
residential area with gates to control the flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic into and out of 
the development. It is exclusively owned and mainly managed by its residents. This is the 
structure of Montgomery Place, as well as most of exclusive subdivisions that dot the Metro 
today. Several barangays in Quezon City, for instance, have one or more distinct walled villages 
in a single barangay. A venture of a private company, it is located in a prime area, secured and 
with desirable living conditions.  
Ayala Land Inc. delivered Montgomery Place in close proximity of hospitals, schools, and 
commercial establishments. The entrance to the development could be easily missed but is on a 
major thoroughfare –satisfying the appeal for accessibility. One enters through a narrow and 
lengthy opening, into a pocket of relatively serene land mostly bordered by a creek, which adds 
security and a peaceful ambience to the neighborhood. All lot owners are members of the HOA 
and pay monthly dues that go to the security guards that rove the neighborhood, maintenance of 
infrastructure and amenities, and other shared elements the residents deem necessary for their 
community. Montgomery Place is merely a fourth of the total land area of Barangay Kalusugan. 
In the studied sextant of Quezon City there are barangays with two and as much as four different 
gated communities in a single barangay. Since all HOA must be registered with the HLURB, 
thus recognized by the national government, the barangay supports these gated communities in 
their capacity. For example, a HOA within their jurisdiction may request for additional security 
and may be granted through some agreement. There are also applications of budgetary assistance 
to improve their infrastructure. Similar to Archetype I, the gated communities’ involvement with 
the barangay depends on the collective homeowners’ prerogative. 
5.2.3 Modified Barangay (Archetype III) 
Archetype III is a fairly recent transformation in selected areas in the Philippine’s urban 
landscape. As opposed to Archetypes I and II, there are no walls enclosing the entirety of this 
type of residential area. It is not a master-planned venture of a single corporation, intended for 
sale to a specific demographic. The barangay developed, for a considerable amount of time, into 
an enclosed community. The edges are not uniformly defined as with the rest of the barangays. 
Provisional gates are added to the existing streetscape with the main objective to secure 
residential sections. West Triangle was intended as one of four grand gardens in the master plan 
of Quezon City by Frost and Arellano, instead, private entities were able to purchase and own 
the supposedly communal land. It became a prominent district with administrative buildings, 
notable institutions and commercial areas, and even home of well-known personalities. It was an 
active zone all day and through the night. It has been restricting access to several thoroughfares 
for many years, though. Today, Barangay West Triangle is split into West Triangle Homes 1 and 
2. As much as 15 gates were erected to allow access on major streets –entirety of Examiner Street
and a portion of Times Street– then restrict access to the residential spaces.
Merely separated by a body of water but occupying the same quadrant is Philam Homes. 
The history of how Philam Homes came to be, plans and technical details, are well-documented 
since the purpose was clear from the beginning. There was one group that initiated the project. 





barangay archives, one would need to collect data from all the different parties involved and go 
through records that go back more than half a century. The West Triangle Homes HOA mainly 
collects monthly dues for the security guards, all other duties are assumed by the barangay. Not 
all residents of West Triangle Homes are required to be part of the HOA.  
As opposed to Archetypes I and II, the barangay has more control over the entire domain. 
The existence of West Triangle Homes 1 and 2 is unfortunate but one will find that many other 
residents are opting to enclose their neighborhood to further secure their homes, as well. Perhaps 
due to turbulent phases with natural or man-made causes, periods of distrust on the government, 
or economic volatility, occupants of ordinarily accessible residential zones are requesting the 
local government to tangibly fortify their neighborhood.  
The National Capital Region Police Office reports more than 56,000 crimes in NCR alone 
in year 2018(51). Steel gates are new yet common additions to the built environment. It is 
noticeable as one pass through the secondary streets of Quezon City and widespread in other 
areas of NCR too. Often, these gates signify that there is a limited window in a day when 
motorists or pedestrians are allowed unhampered passage. There could be a signage posted at the 
sides or on the gates themselves indicating the time these are open. At night, these are impassable 
except for designated points which are manned to help deter delinquents while residents are 
resting or asleep.  
It is important to note that the gates are added through the request of the residents to the 
LGU for additional safety, but it is understood that the gates are temporary and should it be 
necessary to remove such enclosures, the LGU is able to do so without opposition. Also notable 
are the countless instances of residents foregoing bureaucracy and erecting the gates or barriers 
on public roads without proper clearance. As such, Archetype III is a transformation of the urban 
landscape that necessitates further study. 
 
5.3 Projection based on findings 
Below is an updated barangay map indicating gated communities in the study area, Quezon 
City, now indicating the perceived archetypes of each privatized housing neighborhood. The 
author could not fully verify every village as fieldwork in the Philippines is difficult during this 
COVID19 pandemic. Fortunately, correspondence with Barangay Councilor Letty Tejido of 
Mariana sheds additional material on a residential community barricading the roads within a 
barangay. Barangay Mariana initially was New Manila Subdivision, a project by a real estate 
developer in the early 1920s. This is during the American Era and as such most streets are in 
English, with a single lot as large as 250sqm which was the typical lot size then.  It has been a 
neighborhood for prominent personalities ever since, and today several of the grand residences 
still survive. It was recognized as a barangay in August of 1961. Its location brings heavy traffic 
almost on a daily basis nowadays with density of surrounding areas rapidly increasing hence, 
although not a gated community, many residents have requested through the barangay to have 
gates erected at certain areas for privacy and security. The barangay officials are strict in 
implementing and maintaining this peaceful community, nevertheless allowing some residents 
erect gates as long as there is a guard who can manage opening and closing of these barriers at 
any given time. 
Many of the prominent land developers have been continuously producing numerous gated 
communities for decades, recently catering to different demographics and undertaking other 
building forms. In Metro Manila, even in other Metropolitan cities in the country, these are 
always gated communities. There are security guards that greet you at the entrance, perimeter 
walls that define the edges, and a distinctive lifestyle that inhabits it. Enormous raw lands in NCR 
are now scarce but there is still high demand for housing. Comprehensive land use plans should 
recognize and actively work with these enclosed neighborhoods understanding their multifaceted 
correlation with the barangay. 
 
51 National Capital Region Police Office website https://www.ncrpo.pnp.gov.ph/. Accesses July 20, 2020 
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Through analysis of the findings and an updated map of the study area showing the 
archetypes, a trend could be seen. Another Archetype I may no longer materialize but 
occurrences of Archetype II are expected with the convenience of owning a home through private 
proponents becoming increasingly simple and fast. Noticeably, the spread of Archetype III seems 
inevitable. The author believes this heavily relies on the political climate and the delivery of basic 
services to the citizens. It is widely recognized that there have been difficulties with the 
administration to provide basic needs efficiently, wholly, and even at all. This has led to a mindset 
of self-reliance for many citizens, for instance, acknowledging private sectors as prime providers 
for most goods and services for decades. Other possible factors to consider for more cases of 
Archetype III are the sense of security and, more importantly, the relationships formed within 
communities and neighboring barangays. Further studies on community dynamics could be 
extremely advantageous to urban planners in the Philippines to create more harmonious 
movement through public and private spaces. 
5.4 Chapter summary 
This chapter concluded that based on history and visual cues, five profound connections 
exist in these communities distinctively Filipino. First, both the gated community and barangay 
reflects a deep-seated awareness of hierarchy in social status. Second, they are physical aspects 
of town planning as a result of colonial expansion. Third, encompassing hectares of land, both 
the barangay and gated community value the extent of their territories. Fourth, both have their 
own administrative and civic center. Fifth, both are overseen by elected individuals from within 
their domain. The first two distinct links of the barangay and gated community give emphasis on 
the formation and greatly motivated by foreign civilizations. The next three are specific features 
similar to both and influenced mainly by national and local government laws. By identifying 
these similarities, three typologies could be recognized, as well. Archetype I is the gated barangay, 
wherein the gated community and barangay are one and the same. Archetype II is the common gated 
community, one or more can be found within a barangay. Each is considered a private development 
and is independent from the barangay, with supervision of common spaces and infrastructure 
contingent on the HOA. Archetype III is the modified community wherein residential neighborhoods 
in a barangay were gated following a consensus among homeowners. The area was enclosed through 
fences and gates on existing streets, mainly aiming to restrict access to the private residences. It is not 
a master-planned development thus perimeter walls are non-existent. These are complimented by 
figures, tables, and maps for visual clarification. Finally, a projection based on this study has been 
offered. 
This study could be significant for the future of city planning in the Philippines to establish a 
systematic and complete identification of residential zones, endeavor a better management of 
residential communities, and build a more organized and effective delivery of basic services, 
especially housing, to the residents of the country.
